The Bitterness of Job

Introduction:

1. In chapters 1, Job lost all his children and possessions, yet we find he still fell down and worshipped. Job 1:20.

2. In chapter 2, Job was stricken with a severe disease that lasted for months.  His wife advised him to “curse God and die.” Job 2:9.  However, Job corrected her and said, “What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?”  In all this did not Job sin with his lips.  Job 2:10. 
I. Though Job did not curse God to His face, he wished he was dead.

a. What was the ultimate reason for the lamenting of Job? Job 27:2.

i. Was he bitter against God for bringing this affliction?   Only because he believed that the affliction was underserved (Job 19:7), since he did not sin to such extent to deserve this type of affliction. Job 6:4; 19:7.
ii. For some unexplainable way, he felt God had become his enemy. Job 13:24.  Actually this speaks well of Job’s faith.

1. Job could not live without God’s fellowship.

2. Job placed a high value on God’s favor.  

3. To him, to die is better than to live without God.

4. Not: I wish I was never born because this hurts so much; but I wish I was never born if I have to live without God.

5. God’s posture to him has changed.  At least the circumstances point that way.
b. Job cursed his day.  Job 3:1.

i. This is a different word than what Satan said Job would do and that is to curse God. Also, Job did not direct his curse toward God but his birthday. Job 2:5.

ii.  Job 3:1. He wished he had not been born.  He said, “Let the day perish wherein I was born.” Job 3:3.  In some miraculous way, he wished that the calendar day upon which he was born could be wiped away. A curse similar to Job’s is pronounced by Jeremiah.  Jeremiah 20:14-18. (Hartley, p. 88).
c. He backed up even farther and wished that he as a man child was never conceived. Job 3:3.  How is this a good verse to support personhood starts at conception?

d. If he had been born, he wished that he had died from the womb. Job 1:11.

i. Dying at birth would have been preferable because he would have lain still and been quiet. He would have slept and been at rest. Job 1:13.

ii. When dead, the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary be at rest. Job 1:17.

e. He now wishes that he could die. He asked why light is given to him that is in misery and life unto the bitter in soul, which long for death, but it cometh not.  Job 3:20-21.

f. He would even choose strangling and death rather than life. Job 7:15.

g. Job was not contemplating suicide. He knew that was wrong. Why should a person not contemplate suicide?

i. Suicide does not end it all. 

1. The unsaved will end up in torments.  They also remember. Luke 16:25.

2. The activities of life will also be reviewed at the Great White Throne. Revelation 20:11-15.

ii. Suicide destroys God’s property. God has made us and not we ourselves.  We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100:3.  This is not just speaking to Israel, for David commands that we make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands. Psalm 100:1. See also Psalm 24:1. 

iii. The Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We are not our own for we are bought with a price.  We therefore must glorify God in our body and in our spirit which are God’s. I Corinthians 6:19-20.

iv. Suicide is a violation of one of the Ten Commandments which says “Thou shalt not kill.” Exodus 20:13 Only God has the power to give life and to take life.  We become self-sovereign when we enter into His realms.  We thus break the First Commandment which says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:3.  God has appointed a time for our death.  Job 7:1 says, “Is there not an appointed time to man upon the earth?”   Hebrews 9:27 says, “It is appointed unto men once to die.”

v. We are yielding to the temptations of the devil who is a thief who comes to steal and to kill and to destroy. Christ has come to give us life and that we might have it more abundantly. John 10:10.

vi. Suicide says that God and His Word are insufficient to handle any situation that comes up in our life.

1. We can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. Philippians 4:13.

2. We can come boldly unto the Throne of Grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:17.

vii. Suicide has a devastating effect on one’s loved ones. 

viii. There are times when the saints desired death, but they knew that suicide was no option. (e.g., Moses-Numbers 11:14-15; Elijah-I Kings 19:4; Jonah-Jonah 4:3, 8).

II. Though Job did not curse God to His face, he became very bitter.  Job 7:11; 9:18; 10:1; 13:24; 23:1, 2; 27:2.

a. He spoke in the bitterness of his spirit.  He complained in the bitterness of his soul.  Job 7:11; 9:18, 10:1; 23:1, 2.
b. His soul was weary of life. Job 10:1.
c. He said that the Almighty had vexed his soul. Job 27:2.
III. What was the root cause of his bitterness?  His terrible disease or wrong theology?  For months Job was searching for moral order in the Universe.  He could not figure out why these things were happening to him when he did not deserve it.  He only came to a place of peace when he had a realignment of his theology with God’s.

a. Both Job and his three friends held to the same theology, the doctrine of automatic and immediate retribution for bad deeds.  They believed blessings are always automatic for good people, and God always dishes out bad things for bad people.

i. Therefore Job’s friends believed he must have done something terribly wrong to deserve this treatment from God.

ii. Job believed the same way, but he knew he had done nothing wrong to deserve this treatment. In Job 29-31, Job describes his innocence and points out the inadequacies of his friends’ accusations. Therefore he became bitter, thinking God was being unfair.

b. Job simply needed to come to the place where he would trust God to run His Universe.  God brings him to this correct understanding by asking Job more than 70 unanswerable questions.  God was showing Job that He had enough wisdom to run this Universe.

c. How would some modern-day Job’s react today?

