Job’s Restoration

Job 40:3-5; 42:1-17

Introduction: 

1. Job was bitter. He was contending with God and complaining against God .Job repeatedly had requested a hearing before the Lord where he could present his case and demand that the Lord answer why he had afflicted him.  Elihu and God identify Job’s response as sin.  There was no sin which caused the suffering, but the suffering led to Job’s sin.
2. After months of silence, the Lord answered Job in two addresses: chapters 38-39 and then again in 40-41.  
a. God never tells Job why He brought the affliction, but God tells Job who He is.

b. Basically God tells Job to trust Him because…

i. He is present in the Catastrophes of life.

ii. His Comphrension is infinite.

iii. His Care for Creation is intimate.

iv. His Control of Creation is unmatched.

3. After viewing the wonders and marvels of God’s creation which display God’s vast intelligence and power, God questions how dare Job argue and contend with Him.  Job 40:2. 

4. Job does not answer like he anticipated he would, defending and arguing with God.  He previously was determined to defend himself so that he could be vindicated.  But after hearing Elihu and now God, Job humbly answers the Lord.  This is the same type of response we must have when we find we have reacted sinfully to life’s tough situations.
I. We must realize that our sinful attitudes, bitterness, complaints, arguments with God are despicable in His eyes.  Job said, “Behold, I am vile.”  Job 40:4.

a. At the very least this words means “insignificant.”  In the light of who God is, Job was nothing.

b. Yet the word is many times translated “curse” (3:1; 24:18) and thus he is describing himself as accursed.  

II. Job is no longer going to defend himself. He is dropping the case against God.  Job 40:4-5. Talbert says, “Silence is the first stage of true contrition deeply felt.” (Talbert, p. 210).
III. Job now admits that God is absolutely free to do anything He so desires.  Job 42:2.

a. This is not a statement about God’s omnipotence. 

i. The second line “no thought can be withholden from thee” clarifies the first statement, “thou canst do everything.”
ii. God’s thoughts are His desires (Hartley says the word “thoughts” refers to “detailed plans”) that He wants to fulfill on this earth or in a person’s life. (Hartley, p. 535)
b. Actually, God does perform what He chooses.
IV. Job admits he was talking in ignorance.
a. Job quotes God’s words, “Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge”

b. Job admits that is exactly what he did. God had spoken rightly about Job.
c. God’s ways a far beyond his ability to understand. 
V. Job again quotes God’s words in verse 4, “I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.” (38:3; 40:7). 

a. Once Job demanded that the Lord answer him, but now God demanded Job answer him.

b. He will answer, but his speech is not filled with bitterness or defense of his righteousness as before.  His speech is now about His great God.
c. He is now experiencing God like he never had before.

i. Previous to chapter 38, Job likened his relationship and knowledge of God as only secondhand knowledge.  Even though he likens it to secondhand knowledge, he probably had many visions and dreams from God.

ii. Now he likens his relationship and knowledge of God as actually seeing him.  He was experiencing God more intimately.
iii. Satan desired that suffering would move Job far from God, but just the opposite happened; Job was brought to a more personal and intimate association with God.

VI. As he looks over the past year with his bitter attitudes and words abhors them and repents.
a. Job is not admitting now that his friends were right.

b. He is now confessing that both Elihu (Job 32:2; 33:9-13, 17; 34:31-33; 35:2-3, 12-13; 36:9, 23; 37:24) and God were right (40:2, 8).  He reacted sinfully to God’s dealings in his life.  
c. He has humbled himself completely now before God.  Dust and ashes picture his humble condition. Throwing dust up in the air so that it falls upon one’s head and sitting in ashes was a sign of humility.  Isaiah 58:5; Daniel 9:3; Jonah 3:6.

d. However his restoration does not come at repentance but at forgiveness of his friends.  Job 42:9-10.

VII. Job is now vindicated before his three friends.  Job 42:7-10.
a. God speaks to Eliphaz as the elder and thus leader of the other two friends. 
b. This is irony. They had said that Job was under God’s wrath, but now they find that they are for the words that they spoke wrongly to Job.  Job 42:7

i. The believed that all suffering was due to sin.

ii. They had depreciated God’s graciousness and limited God’s sovereignty.
iii. Their words were folly. Job 42:8. “Saying things about God that are not true, even if they make God seem ‘greater,’ is still wicked in God’s eyes. Romans 3:7” (Talbert, p. 231). 

iv. Even though their words were against Job, in the ultimate sense, all sin is primarily against God.  Job 42:8; Psalm 51:4.

c. In the presence of these three, God states that it was Job who spoke the right words about God. 

i. Job had consistently exalted God’s majesty before his 3 friends.

ii. He knew that whatever he had was only due to God’s graciousness.  Job 1:21.

iii. He exalted God’s grace by his continued faithfulness and worship of God in the midst of suffering. He maintained a strong faith through it all.
d. In the presence of them all, God announces that Job is his servant and he is the one he will accept. Job 42:8.

e. God now demands that they repent of their sin.

i. They must bring 7 bullocks and rams to Job and offer up sacrifices to God.
ii. They would be acknowledging not just their sins to God but to Job too.

f. It was when Job prayed for his 3 friends that God accepted Job and restored to him all the blessings of his favor.  Job 42:9-10. His prayer was not a prayer calling for God’s judgment, but a prayer of forgiveness.  Matthew 6:14-15.

VIII. Belated comfort comes from Job’s brothers, sisters and the rest of his acquaintances.

a. Job graciously accepted them into his own home and ate with them. 

b. They also acknowledge that it was God who brought this suffering into Job’s lire.

c. They have come to realize that God had not brought this upon Job for any sin in his life, but because God simply willed it. 

d. They comfort him.

e. Each brought money and jewelry to Job of reconciliation and support.  Thus Job’s fortunes were restored.

f. God again graciously brings blessing on Job’s life and prospers him. Job 42:12.

IX. God restores to Job double . 
a. He had double the livestock.

b. God gave him 7 more sons and 3 more daughters. He still had his 10 children in Heaven so his children were doubled too.

c. God gave him beautiful daughters.  No women could compare with them.  Job 42:15.

d. God perhaps might have even doubled his age. Job 42:15.

e. God always rewards his faithful saints, but…

i. Not always in this life.

ii. The rewards in the next life will be the greatest.  I Corinthians 2:9; II Peter 1;11; I Peter 1:3-5.

iii. They will be due to God’s graciousnees, since they will come as we are enabled  by the strength of the Lord.  We wlll csst our crowns at Jesus feet in full acknowledgment of the fact.

X. Job becomes an even more gracious man.  Job 42:15.  Most inheritances came through the males of the house.  Job 42:15.

XI. Job was able to see perhaps over 10000 of his posterity.  Job 42:16.

