The Greatness and Goodness of God

Job 38-41

Introduction:

1. To this point God has been silent so that this would be a valid test to silence Satan.

2. Job has passed that test with flying colors.  However, he has imputed injustice to God.  His sin of complaining was after his suffering.  God is not in any way obligated to give an account to Job. Instead God demands an answer from Job. Job 38:3.

3. God amazingly used the suffering to make a perfect man better.

4. As mentioned before, the book is not really about suffering. It is about a person’s relationship with God. We are to have a trusting and submissive relationship with God through all the circumstances of life.

5. When we trust God as the Sovereign who always does right and good for us no matter what, we will end up experiencing God in a more intimate and rewarding way.  Job 42:5.

6. Elihu prepared Job for this meeting with God.  He even saw God in the storm that was brewing. Now God answers Job out of the storm.

7. Will you trust God in the storms that God brings into your life?

I. God is in the midst of the catastrophes of life.  

a. Poetically, Elihu said that the thunder was God’s voice.  Job 37:2, 4, 5.

i. He is not saying that thunder is God speaking.

ii. He is saying that God is speaking and is present in the storms of life. Nahum 1:3.

b. Though God did not speak with Job for several months, God was present.

i. He answered Job. Job 38:1.  God had been listening all along. 

ii. Job had demanded an answer in Job 31:35.  God did not answer like Job initially wanted, but He did answer.  Job got His answer and that satisfied.
iii. God pronounces His judgment over Job’s words of complaint (Job 38:2), yet overall Job spoke what was right.  (Job 42:7).
II. God’s comprehension is infinite. God emphasizes the infinite vastness of His knowledge. 
a. Notice how many times the word “know” or similar words are used in these chapters.  Job 38:2-5, 18, 21, 33; 39:1-2.  Job is commanded to get ready for the onslaught of God’s questions by girding up the loins.  Job 38:3.  Job is now the defendant, God is the judge.
b. Job’s questioning of God had confused people about God. God now asks Job 77 unanswerable questions. Job would have to come to the conclusion that he is very ignorant in comparison. 

i. Obviously the only one who knew about the creation was God. Job was not even there nor does he know how it could have been possibly accomplished.  Job 38:4-6.

ii. The powerful and highly intelligent angels (not stars for stars were created on the 4th day) were there since the opening days of creation.  Their response was of singing and joy. Job 38:7.
iii. God questioned Job about the formation of the oceans and the world-wide Flood. Job 38:8-11.

iv. God questioned Job even about the normal operation of a day. Job 38:12-15.

v. God questioned Job about things he could not even see (the depths of the sea, beyond the gates of death or the breadth of the earth), but God could. Job 38:16-17.

vi. God questioned Job’s knowledge of the weather. Job 38:32-24.
vii. God questioned Job’s knowledge of the heavenly bodies. Job 38:31-38. 

1. Job would have to have God’s wisdom to understand all these things. Job 38:36-37.

2. Job did not even know how the heavens were governed. Job 38:33.
viii. God questioned Job’s knowledge concerning the animal world. Job 38:39-39:30.
1. Did Job know why some animals were different than other animals?  Job 39:5.

2. Did Job know why God created a beautiful peacock and a very bizarre stupid bird, the ostrich (yet a very fast bird)?  Job 39:13-18.

3. Other animals are mentioned: the horse, the eagle.

III. God cares for His creation intimately.  

a. God’s creation of the seas is compared to the intimate care given in birthing a baby. Job 38:8-9. 
b. God’s decree to the seas was to protect the earth inhabitants from the sea’s destruction. Job 38:10-11.

c. The coming of the light of the morning causes those who are wicked to put off their evil deeds for they will be seen.  Job 38:13; John 3:19.
d. God is the one responsible for the providential care of animals.  Job 38:39-41.

e. Job should come to this conclusion: God cares for man too.  Matthew 10:29-31.

IV. God’s control of this world is unmatched.  

a. Even Satan had to get permission to do what he did to Job.  Job 1:12; 2:5.
b. God runs this world perfectly.

c. God spoke out of a whirlwind to impress upon Job His greatness. Job 38:1.  See also Exodus 19:6; I Kings 19:11-12; Isaiah 6:4; Ezekiel 1:4; Zechariah 9:14 to see how God shows his greatness through storms and the like.

d. God challenges Job with the task of being God.  Would he like to try it?  Job 40:9-10. Would he be able to abase everyone that is proud?  Job 40:11-12.

e. God now spends almost two chapters describing two animals that would do a better job than Job of abasing the proud.  God made these animals. Since no one can stand before these animals, how could they or Job stand before God?
i. Behemoth is a huge land animal. This particular one was probably a dinosaur. 
1. These are not mythological creatures.  God said He made them.  Job 40:15.

2. It is not an ox, but eats grass like an ox. Job 40:15.

3. He has a very strong tail.  Job 40:16.

4. He has very strong bones. Job 40:18.  His bones are like armor.

5. He is the most powerful of God’s creation.  Job 40:19.  Only God could defeat him. 

6. He drinks so much water that he thinks he could drink up the Jordan River. Job 40:23.

7. He cannot be trapped.  Job 40:24.

ii. Leviathan is a huge sea animal.  This is probably another dinosaur that lives in the sea. 

1. No fisherman can catch it.  Job 41:1-2.

2. No peaceful negotiations can be made with it. Job 41:3-4.

3. He cannot be tamed. Job 41:4-5.
a. To be a servant. Job 41:4.

b. To become a playful pet. Job 41:5.

4. Even though he could feed many, he will never be a part of a banquet because…
a. They cannot capture him with barbed irons or spears. Job 41:7.

b. If a person attempts to capture him that will be last time. Job 41:8.

c. To him, the spear is like a piece of straw and darts are counted as stubble. Job 41:27-29.

5. The very sight of him causes people to fear greatly. Job 41:9, 25.

6. Even his sneezes issue fire. Job 41:18-21.
7. His neck is strong. Job 41:22.

8. There is none like him on the face of the earth. Job 41:33.

9. He is king over the children of pride. Job 41:34.

10. Leviathin may picture Satan in some passages.  God is saying that He is more powerful than Satan.  God is the one who is in control, not Satan.  Isaiah 27:1.

Conclusion:   God is the absolute sovereign. But He does not use His power like Satan to destroy.  He is good and sovereign at the same time.  Job can trust God. Can you?

