Elihu, the Messenger of God

Introduction:

1. Now the conversations between Job and his 3 friends were ended.  Job’s friends had no more to say to him and Job had no more to say to them. Job 31:40.

2. A summary of Job’s arguments would run like this:

a. I am innocent of any secret, unconfessed sin.  Elihu is in complete agreement with Job on this point.  The suffering was not due to sin.
b. Therefore, God has been unjust in bringing suffering to him. 

c. He pleads for a mediator, one who would present his case before 
God and win.  God was too wise and powerful for him.  He wouldn’t stand a chance.

3. Now enters Elihu…
a. Elihu says he is fulfilling Job’s wish for a mediator.  Job 33:6; 9:33.
i. He would speak in behalf of God.  Job 36:2.

ii. Elihu is a man. He understood the limitations of man.  He would be sensitive.  Job 33:6. He was formed out of the clay just like all men.
b. Elihu gives several reasons why Job and his friends should listen to him.

i. He had the wisdom of God. 
1. Just because a person is older does not make him wiser.  Job 32:9.

2. Only a quality relationship with the Almighty brings understanding. Job 32:8.

ii. He would not repeat the arguments of Job’s three friends because their arguments were worthless. Job 32:14-17.
iii. He had plenty of fresh arguments for Job that he was eager to relate. Job 32:18-19.

iv. He would be impartial. Job 32:21.

v. He will not speak with flattering words.  Job 32:22.

vi. He knows that he is accountable to God for what he says. Job 32:22.

vii. He speaks with integrity.  Job 33:3.

viii. He will speak clearly. Job 33:3.

ix. He will speak humbly.  Job 33:4-5.
1. He is under the authority of God. v4.

2. He is willing to be corrected.  v5.

x. He will speak with all sensitivity.  Job 33:7.  He would not terrify Job like his 3 friends nor would he put high pressure on him.
xi. Unlike Job’s three friends, he had actually listened to what Job was saying (Job 33:8-11).

c. .Some tear apart Elihu unmercifully.
i. Many feel he just parrots the arguments of Job’s three friends.  

ii. However, the narrator gives us a proper introduction to Elihu.

1. Instead of rehashing the arguments of Job’s 3 friends, he is angry at their responses.  Job 32:2. He is not in agreement with what they had to say.

2. Their argument was that Job must have committed some horrible sin to deserve such affliction. They felt they were getting nowhere. Job was self-righteous.  Job 32:1.

3. Is anger is also directed against Job. Since Job believed he did not sin, then by implication God must be in the wrong. Job 32:2.
Elihu’s Argument- The suffering was not due to sin, but Job reacted wrongly to the suffering causing him to sin.
How do you react to life’s difficulties?  Are you bitter at God for the way he made you, where he has placed you?  
One by one Elihu gives Job’s arguments, and then shows Job who God really is.

I. Because Job knew he was without sin, then Job believed that God was treating him like an enemy, Elihu responded the following about God.  Job 33:9, 10.
a. When you speak like that you are not just.  Job 33:12.

b. Because God is the sovereign of the Universe, He does not have to give account to man.  Job 33:9-13.

c. However, in all His graciousness, He does speak to man.  Unfortunately, most men are listening.

i. In that day, God spoke through dreams and visions. This was one way God spoke to Old Testament people, some even unbelievers.  Genesis 20:1-10; 31:29. 

1.  Perhaps, God had already spoken to Job.  Job 7:14.
2. Job took the dream as God trying to scare him.

3. No, God was trying to get his attention.  Job 33:16-17.

a. To redirect Job to a proper purpose (to submit and glorify God in suffering) instead of trying to argue with God.

b. To keep him from his pride when he claims he is right and, thus by implication, God is wrong. 

ii. God sometimes speaks through pain. Job 33:19.  God uses discipline to bring us back to the proper path of life. Hebrews 12.

iii. God speaks through a messenger.  Job 33:23.  Elihu served as this man.

1. The messenger can explain what God’s revelation is all about.  

2. This type of messenger is rare.  Most people are only concerned about themselves.  
a. The messenger will show man where they are as far as righteousness is concerned.  Job 332:23.
b. If the words of the messenger are followed and he prays in genuine repentance (“I have sinned,” Job 33:27) unto God (Job 33:26), God will…
i. Respond in graciousness to deliver him from the pit because there is a ransom for his soul.  Job 33:24.  

ii. Renew a fresh relationship with him producing joy. Job 33:25-26. 

3. Because of God’s patience and longsuffering, He causes the messenger to deliver this message over and over again because God desires to deliver from death and to show man how to live victoriously in this life. Job 33:29. 
II. When Job said that he was righteous and, by implication, God was unjust; Elihu responded that God could never do wickedness.  Job 34:5, 10, 12.

a. When Job implies that God is unjust, he is scorning God just like the wicked because they believe there is no profit in having a relationship with God. Job 34:7, 8.  
i. The profit the wicked would like from a relationship with God is material prosperity.

ii. Job desired a joyous and peaceful relationship with God.  He was not getting peace and joy in his life.
b. Really, what all men deserve is to perish. Job cannot complain no matter how he is treated. 
c. God gives no special favors to the rich or poor. Job 34:19.

d. God cannot judge in ignorance, for God knows what everyone is doing.  Job 34:21, 22, 25.
e. Therefore Job has spoken without knowledge.  Job 34:35.

i. What Job deserves is to be tried like a wicked man. V36.

ii. Why? He is multiplying his words against God. v37.

iii. This is post-suffering sin.

III. To Job, God’s moral world had collapsed.. Job was doing his part in a moral world by being righteous.  God was not doing His part by distinguishing between the righteous and wicked when He afflicts.  He should only afflict the wicked.  Thus, Job was implying that he was more righteous than God and that he received no advantage in being righteous. Job 35:2, 3.
a. Job is asked to view how high the clouds are in the heavens. Job should get the point that God is way higher than the clouds.  He is the absolute sovereign of the universe.  Job 35:5.

i. Since God is sovereign, sin cannot take away from His being, nor righteousness add to His being.  Job 35:6-7.

ii. However, man’s sin or righteousness only affects other men around them. Job 35:8.

iii. In conclusion, God has His own standards of operation that man does not always understand, but they are always right and just.

b. Job’s complaining was against God’s sovereignty.  He was more concerned about himself than God.  Elihu exhorts Job to trust in God even during the affliction.  Why?
i. Oppressed men, instead of crying out because of afflictions, they should cry out for more of God in their life.  If they did, God would give songs in the midst of affliction.  Job 35:9-10.

ii. God is not interested in answering the requests of these selfish men.  Job 35:12-13.  Talbert says that God does not answer “cries when they are purely self-centered, suffering-focused, and relief oriented; not God-centered, wisdom-focused, and fellowship-oriented.” (Talbert, p. 185).
IV. In conclusion, Elihu spends two chapters to speak more of God’s righteousness and by it give Job advice that may end his suffering. Job 36:2-3.  Though the suffering was not due to pre-suffering sin, perhaps it was prolonged in order that Job could be taught more of God.
a. In the final tally of things, the wicked person’s life will not be preserved and the righteous will be established and exalted forever.  Job 36:6-7.  
b. Sometimes God uses affliction to discipline a righteous man.  Job 36:8-10.

i. The suffering that came to Job did not come to discipline Job of any sin in his life. 
ii. God, however, was now using the suffering to make Job a better man.  A perfect man becomes a better man.

iii. In a general sense, if a believer responds to God’s discipline in repentance (v10), all will be well.  Job 36:11.

1. This prosperity and pleasures does not refer to financial wealth and physical health.

2. This refers to “songs in the night” spoken of Job 35:10.  Job would have pleasant and wonderful experiences with God in the whether going through affliction or not.

c. A wicked person reveals his character because he will not respond in repentance and obedience. They are just piling up God’s wrath against the Day of Judgment.  Job 36:12-14

d. Elihu now makes an application to Job’s life. If Job repents of his post-suffering sin, Job would experience great blessings from His renewed relationship with God.  Job 36:16. He cautions Job to take his advice because…

i. Because of his post-suffering sin, Job was in danger of the same type of judgment of the wicked. Job 36:17.

ii. God may even take Job’s life, not to relieve affliction, but as judgment of His wrath. Job 36:18.
iii. Not even great riches would then be able to deliver Job. Job 36:19.

iv. Thus Job should not desire the night (death) to deliver him affliction. Job 36:20.

v. He should stop his sin of complaining of the injustice of his affliction. Job 36:21.  Complaining does not exalt God’s great power.  Job 36:22-26.

e. A storm brewing in the horizon provides Elihu a perfect visual aid to talk about God’s greatness and sovereignty. God is greater than we could ever comprehend.  Job 37:5. The storm begins with small drops of water (Job 36:27) and ends with God speaking out of the storm.  Job 38:1.
i. God, in His might, causes the same storm to judge some or supply food in abundance for others.  Job 36:31.
ii. God causes the same storm to bring correction, or water the land for crops, or just because of his kindness.  Job 37:13.
