Job and his Suffering

1. Three men provide us with a great example of patience of men who have gone through suffering; Jesus, Paul and Job.

a. The suffering of Jesus.

i. The physical suffering on the Cross had been experienced by a lot of other men while Rome ruled the world.  However, the way He went through suffering is an encouragement when suffering comes our way.

1. Hebrews 12:3-4-

2. I Peter 2:21-

ii. We must remember that His spiritual suffering was of an infinite nature as He was punished by the Father for the sins of the whole world.

b. The suffering of Paul.  II Corinthians 11:23-27.

2. When we go through suffering, we need to remember Job and realize that we do not have it as rough as Job.  Others have had worse suffering and made it through.

a. God allowed Satan to destroy Job’s business-Job 1:13-17.

i. Many people have lost their businesses, but most have not lost in all in one day.  Satan did all he was allowed to do with haste.

ii. Satan destroyed his income from wool and meat, his 7000 sheep.  There was no hope of finding his sheep, for they were all burned up. Job 1:16.

iii. Satan destroyed his transportation system, his 3000 camels.

iv. Satan destroyed his way to plow the fields, his 500 yoke of oxen and 500 she asses.

v. Satan destroyed all but 4 of his trusted employees.  There was no hope of recovering his servants for they were all murdered.

vi. Satan wanted these messengers of bad news to come one after another so that he realized it could not have been by coincidence; someone was orchestrating Job’s disasters. 

1. One messenger even told Job it was the “fire of God.”  Job 1:16.

2. Job would be led to believe that God was the one orchestrating all these disasters.  Of course Job knew that ultimately God was involved in any thing that happened to him.  Job 1:21.

vii. Satan wanted all this to happen on the very day that he would be offering up burnt offerings for his sons.  All his children were eating and drinking in his eldest’s son’s house.  Job 1:13; 4.

viii. Job was now flat broke with no means of income.

b. God allowed Satan to murder Job’s children.  Job 1:18-19.

i. The great storm came without warning.  “And, behold”  

ii. All his sons and daughters were in the eldest’s son’s house.

iii. All his children died in one day. 

3. Job’s response should be our response after suffering in any way.  Job 1:20-21

a. Multitudes have turned their back on the Lord after experiencing far less trials.  When unexplainable suffering comes, will you stand true to God?  

b. In his grief, he arose and rent his mantle and shaved his head. Job 1:20.  He must have wept many a time, too.  Job 16:16, 20; 30:31.  Faith does not exclude tears. 

c. But he also fell down and worshipped.  Job 1:20

i. He realized that he had nothing when he came into this world. He said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb.”

ii. He also realized that he will have no material blessings when he leaves this world. He said, “Naked shall I return thither.” Job 1:21

iii. He realized that if God has blessed, God has the right to take away His blessings. 

1. He did not think like some that God is responsible for the good, but Satan is responsible for the bad.

2. It was the Lord that gave and the Lord that had taken away. Job 1:21; Ecclesiastes 5:15; I Timothy 6:7. How does man deny this reality?

3. In no way do we deserve God’s blessing, so we have no right to complain when we do not have those things. 

4. He then worshipped the Lord by saying, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job 1:21

d. Job spoke the very word that Satan said he would, only he used it to bless God rather than curse God.  The word barak can mean either to curse or bless depending on the context. The word barak used by Satan in Job 1:11 is translated “curse,” but is translated “blessing” in Job 1:10. 

e. In all this, Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. Job 1:22.  
4. Satan’s response was that the suffering did not personally affect him.  Satan wants him to suffer physically.

a. Satan’s reasoning was that Job would bargain his skin off for the skin of others, even his own children. Job 2:4.

b. God allowed Satan to take his physical health, but had to save his life.  Job 2:6.

c. Satan immediately smote Job with very painful boils that covered his entire body.  Job 2:7.

i. To somewhat relieve his pain, Job scraped himself with a piece of pottery. Job 2:8.

ii. He had to live where the citizens of the city threw their ashes and broken pottery, perhaps apart from people because of the contagiousness of the disease. Job 2:7-8

iii. His face was so distorted that his friends “knew him not.” Job 2:12
iv. These boils were open festering worms. Job 7:5 (Talbert, p. 67)

v. His skin was broken and loathsome. Job 7:5.

vi. He apparently had trouble breathing. Job 9:18

vii. He was literally skin and bones. Job 17:7; 19:20.

viii. His breath became strange to his wife. Job 17:1; 19:17. It was so bad that she did not want to get close.
ix. His bone clung to his skin. Job 19:20; 33:21.

x. His bones are pierced in the night season. Job 30:17.

xi. He could get no good rest even at night.  Job 30:17.
xii. His bowels boiled and rested not. Job 30:27.

xiii. His bones became hot with fever. Job 30:30.

xiv. His skin would also become black from hardened scabs. Job 30:30.
xv. He has pain upon his bed, and his bones experience strong pain. Job 33:19; 13:14. 

xvi. This disease lasted for several months. Job wished for the days past when God had preserved him. Job 29:2; 7:3.
5. Once he was respected of the respected, he is now held in contempt by the contemptible.

a. The younger had him in derision. These are so contemptible that Job would not even allow their fathers to be set with his dogs. Job 30:1.

b. These are one who had been driven forth from among men.  Job 30:5.

c. They were children of fools. Job 30:8.

d. Strange, now they abhor him and … spit in his face. Job 30:10.

e. They had physically abused him.  They would push away his feet and … mar his path and set forth his calamity.  Job 30:12-13.

6. Some evaluate suffering as God’s hatred toward us. 

a. James summarizes Job’s suffering and the end result as the Lord’s compassions and mercies. James 5:11.

b. Jeremiah says that God does not afflict from His heart. Lamentations 3:33. 

