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Grading and Assignments

Assignments 

1) Read the Book of Job twice this week.  You will be asked on the final test whether you have read the Book of Job twice this week.
2) Chart who is speaking throughout the Book of Job.  Write down the chapter and verses of each speaker. This is due this Wednesday by class time either on paper or electronically to my email address at DaveZan@juno.com.
a. Include at least the narrator, Satan, Job, his friends, the messengers, his wife, Elihu and God. 

b. Do this in order as you go through the book.  For example:

i. Job 1:1-7a, Narrator

ii. Job 1:7b, God

iii. Job 1:7c, Satan

iv. Job 1:8a, Narrator

v. Etc.

3) You must prepare a lesson outline appropriate for teaching a Bible Study to a local congregation on one of the topics listed below. It must be at least two pages single spaced in outline form (see the lessons that I have prepared in the Appendix as an example.  Please feel free to copy my lessons for distribution). This must be turned in to me by one week from Friday.  They must be submitted electronically to DaveZan@juno.com. Please use single space and use margins on the top and sides of no more than one inch. These will be distributed to each class member for their use.  The other class members will not see the graded copy that I return to you.
i. Science and Job (cosmology, oceanography, meteorology, astronomy, zoology, light, weather, etc)
ii. Wisdom as found in Job (include the opposite, fool or folly) especially dealing with Job 28
4) You must submit a written pastoral message on the whole book of Job to me at my email address by September 15, 2010. (DaveZan@juno.com)  This paper must be at least 10 pages long double spaced or 5 pages single spaced with margins no more than one inch on all sides.  You can include illustrations.   You should summarize the message of the book of Job. This will be distributed, graded and returned to you.
Grading

1) Reading Job twice -10 points

2) Chart of speakers- 10 points

3) Quizzes for 3 days (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) – 30 points

4) Test (Friday) – 80 points
5) Teaching lesson- 30 points

6) Message – 50 points
7) Grading based on 200 of the 210 possible points.
a. A, 188-200

b. B, 172-187
c. C, 156-171
d. D, 139-155
Introduction to Job

1. The Book of Job is about the greatness and goodness of our God.  God can be trusted by believers in the good and “bad” situations because He is always in control and always does that which is right and good.

2. The greatness of the Book of Job. (Thru the Bible Radio, p. 144)

a. Tennyson-“The greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature.”

b. Carlyle-“The grandest ever written with pen.” (19th Century English essayist and historian)

c. Luther-“More magnificent and sublime than any other book of Scripture.”

d. Joseph Caryl spent over 40 years preaching through the book of Job.
3. The book of Job is found in the Wisdom Books (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon).  “The great riddles of life are asked and answered.” (Stedman, p.12)

a. We find “every emotion of the human experience.”

b. “These books reflect the sorrow and joy of our lives and our relationship with God.”

4. Job is introduced without genealogy.  

5. Job lived in the land of Uz. Job 1:1.
a. The exact location of Uz is ________________.

b. Quite often towns and locations received their names from men who lived there or established that area. Two men in the Bible are named Uz. 
i. One of Aram’s children was Uz.  Genesis 10:23.  Aram was the son of Shem, the grandson of Noah.  Aram was the founder of the Aramaeans.

ii. The other Uz is a child of Dishan. Genesis 36:28. Dishan was son of Seir, the Horite. Genesis 36:20-21. 

1. Seir was the original inhabitant of Mt. Seir. Genesis 36:8; Genesis 14:6.
2. Eventually, the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them before them, and dwelt in their stead. Deuteronomy 2:12.
3. Apparently, the name of the land became known as Edom. Genesis 36:31.  This is another name for Esau. Genesis 36:1.
4. Edom and the land of Uz apparently became associated together.  Lamentations 4:21.  Probably, the land of Edom was called the land of Uz before Esau entered it. 

5. However, Jeremiah 25:20, 21 seem to present the land of Uz separate from Edom.

c. Edom was southwest and southeast of the Dead Sea. 

6. The book of Job may be the oldest book in the Bible and has its setting in the __________________ Period (the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, approximately 2100 to 1900 A.D.)
a. Unfortunately, some say Job did not exist, but that the setting of the story is in the Patriarchal Period. (Hartley, p.20).  However, the authors of the Bible, particularly Ezekiel and James, considered Job a real person. 

b. However the writer of the book may have lived in another time period.

c. Job’s name has been found on ancient tablets believed to be over 4000 years old. (Stedman, 13).
d. This was a time when fathers offered the sacrifices for their own family.  It was only later that the Law of Moses required the priests to sacrifice for the people. Job offered burnt offerings for each of his sons.  Job 1:5.
i. __________ offered burnt offerings. Genesis 8:20.
ii. Abraham found a ram and offered him up for a burnt-offering. Genesis 22:13.
iii. Thus the setting of this book must have taken place before ___________.

e. There is no mention of Israel, Moses, _____________, ______________________ or the Ten Commandments. 

f. It was a time when a man’s wealth was measured by how much _________________ he had (example: Abraham and Jacob).

g. Eric White, in class notes from Central Baptist Theological Seminary, said that…

i. The Sabeans and Chaldeans were nomads during Abraham’s time, but later were not.
ii. “Piece of silver” used only two other times, both in reference to Jacob.

iii. The name “Shadai” is used of God 31 times in Job and was more commonly used during the Patriarchal time period.

h. Job’s age at death is consistent with the ______________ of the people who lived in the age of the Patriarchs.  

i. Before the Flood, some people lived to be over 900 years old.

ii. Moses lived to be a ripe old age of 120. Dt. 34:7.
iii. Job lived another 140 years after his trial of his faith. Job 42:16.  Since his children were all grown, he was probably ________ or __________ years old at the time Satan tempted him. He thus lived to be at least __________ years of age, which is the approximate age that the Patriarchs’ died.

1. Terah, Abraham’s father, lived to be 205. Genesis 11:32.

2. Abraham lived to be 175. Genesis 25:7.
3. Isaac lived to be 180. Genesis 35:28.
4. Gradually, the lives of the men got shorter as time progressed. Jacob died at 147, and Joseph only lived to be 110.  Genesis 50:26. 

7. The author of the Book of Job is _____________.  The following have been suggested: __________ because of his knowledge of desert lands; __________; ________________ because of the references to wisdom (Job 28) and his use of poetry; ________ and __________ because it seems to have been written by an eyewitness (Job 32:16).  Perhaps God does not want us to know times, genealogies, author, etc., so that the Book of Job can be applied in all ages to all believers.

8. Factors to consider in interpreting the Book of Job.

a. The conclusion of James after the trial of Job is over.  James 5:11.  In the main, Job was patient.  This refers to his _______________ in trials.

i. He never cursed God, nor abandoned God.  

ii. However, Job was impatient with the Lord.  This is a different word for patience.

iii. He wished for death, but did not pursue it.

iv. He did not give into the suggestion that he committed some great sin.
b. The narrator and God emphasize that Job is of great spiritual _________________.        Job 1:1, 8; 2:3.

c. God says that Job’s friends do not speak that which was __________, but Job did.  Job 42:7. Yet, the dialogue of his 3 friends is a matter of _________ ______________ or God would not have included 35 chapters of this dialogue.  Some of what they said was biblical because it is repeated or supported in the rest of the Bible. 

d. There is no _____________________ of Elihu.

e. The ___________________ comments clue us in on how we should take a certain passage. (e.g., Job’s friends are not fiends.  Job 2:11-13).
f. The _________ __________ in which Job lived. (e.g., the method of receiving revelation was different then as compared to now).

g. ______________ revelation.  (e.g., Satan is a title not a name at this point).

h. Job and his friends are _________________ characters.  This is not fiction like our Minnesota Paul Bunyan. 

i. Parts of the book of Job are _____________.  
i. Job 1-2 and 42:7-17 are prose, plus the introductions of each speaker throughout the book.
ii. Job 3-42:6 are poetic.  (a good summary of poetic verse is found in the Scofield Bible in the page before Job)

1. Hebrew poetry is built on repetition of __________ not repetition of similar sounds.  This is called parallelism. 

a. It is antithetic when the primary and secondary are in _______________. Psalm 9:9.
b. It is called synthetic when the thought is ______________ or enriched. Job 11:18.

c. This can help to explain Job 3:3.  The day of one’s birth assumes that there had to be a time of conception.  They are pictured as one.  No man would know at the time of conception if the child was male or female, but at birth they would know. 

2. Nor is Hebrew poetry built on rhythmic accent as in blank verse. 

j. The main theme is about man’s relationship with God as it should be. 

i. The book is not primarily about the _________ of suffering. 

1. This book only mentions _________ reason among several reasons for suffering.

2. God never reveals to Job why he brought suffering into Job’s life.

3. There is little discussion of Job’s suffering in the dialogues.  The discussion is about __________.

a. …“at least a dozen proper names or titles of God…appear over 180 times in Job.” (Talbert, 20)

b. Most of these names have “dozens of pronouns referring back to Him.” (Talbert, 20).

4. Satisfaction in life is not found in any component of the creation but in the Creator Himself.  Ecclesiastes proves the theme by satiation. Job proves it by deprivation.” (Talbert, foreword by Jim Berg). 

ii. The suffering in the book of Job helps to clarify that this relationship is not built on one of mutual benefit (where Job serves God for God’s prosperity and protection, in return God is blessed by the fellowship and worship of Job).

k. One speaker repeats the words of another speaker and uses it for his benefit.
l. The author uses 110 hapax legomenas (words that are not found elsewhere in the Old Testament). (Zuck, p.7)
9. Outline  

a. Prologue. Narrator’s Introduction.  Job 1:1-2:8.
b. Dialogue. Job 2:9-37:24.

i. Job and his wife. Job 2:9-10.

ii. Job and his three friends. 2:11-31:40   Job’s dialogue with his 3 friends comes in 3 rounds.  Each friend speaks 3 times in each round except that Zophar does not speak in the 3rd round.  Job answers after each friend in every round.

iii. Job and Elihu. 32:1-37:24.
c. Monologue by God. 38:1-41:34.
d. Epilogue. 42:1-17.

i. Job’s abhorrence and repentance of his words against the Lord.  42:1-6

ii. God’s blessing once again on Job’s life. 42:7-17.

10. Overview from Let God be God by Ray Stedman.
a. Chapter 1-all props are removed from Job’s life.  Job responds with a tremendous statement of faith.

b. Chapter 2-Satan attacks Job more directly with unendurable pain.

c. Chapters 3-31, the dialogue with his 3 friends. They believe Job is experiencing suffering because of some great hidden sin in his life.  Their premise is that God always blesses the righteous and always brings suffering on the wicked.  They encourage Job to confess sins and thus get right with God.  God would then receive him back into fellowship. Job however refuses to confess sins he never committed.  Job knew that he was a sinner by nature, but he had no unconfessed sins in his life and no big sins like his friends implied.

d. Chapters 32-37, Elihu rebukes Job for post-suffering sin, portrays God as both good and great thus preparing Job for the answer of the Lord.

e. Chapters 38-41, God rebuke Job and gives examples of His greatness and goodness. God is not accountable to anyone. 
f. Chapter 42, Job’s repentance and return to blessing.

11. The importance of studying the Book of Job in our day.

a. Some people think that God is not in sovereign control of the Universe; others believe that God is in control, but not good. Rabbi Harold S. Kushner wrote a book espousing that God was good, but not sovereign entitled “When Bad Things Happen to Good People.” 
b. Some parts of Christianity believe that the very reason we serve God is for “Health and Wealth” (sometimes called the “Prosperity Gospel”).
c. The Book of Job gives a grand reason for some suffering.

d. The Book of Job magnifies our great God.

e. We are encouraged by the fact that God is personally concerned for each person and has a plan for each one of us.

Supplementary Notes on Job

1. God, through the author of the book of Job, wants us to know that Job was a man of God (see Appendix A).  Job 1:1.  We must be convinced that Job is not suffering because of any sin.

2. God wants us to know that Job was a godly example of a man concerned for the spiritual welfare of his family (see Appendix B).  Job 1:2, 4-5.

a. The author first introduces the word curse which carries over into Satan’s accusation. Job 1:5, 11; 2:5.

b. Later, Job’s wife encourages Job to curse God.  Job 2:9.

3. God had blessed Job with great prosperity so that Job was the greatest of all the men of the east.  Job 1:3.
a. What an unusual man.  He did not let his prosperity hinder his relationship with God.

b. The numbers 3, 7, and 10 are “symbolic of completeness to demonstrate that Job’s wealth was staggering.” (Hartley, p. 68).

c. He had 3 daughters and 7 sons for a total of 10 children.

d. He had lots of servants, a “very great household.” Job 1:3.

e. Job’s wealth and health was due to God’s hedge of protection against Satan’s attacks and God’s marvelous blessing on Job, Job’s house and possessions. Job 1:10.  Truly, God had given these blessings to Job, but not in a contractual relationship at all (if Job did such and such, God would make Job healthy and wealthy).

4. The adversary reports in to God.  Job 1:6-12. (See Appendix C).

a. The word Satan is proceeded by a definite article.  

i. This is not a name, but a title.

ii. He is the Adversary. He is the adversary of God and thus man, too.

iii. Later in the Bible, the adversary is given the name that means adversary.

b. This is not a wager between God and Satan.  Why?

i. No _________ is involved.

ii. The _________ of Job is not involved.

iii. This is no ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________.The outcome is certain.  God is omniscient.

c. God is the One who brings up Job.  God is in control of everything that happens in our life. (See Appendix D).

i. God does not bring this sort of trial on everyone.  He couldn’t trust some to pass the test.

ii. God knows our capabilities and the level of our faith.  I Corinthians 10:13.

d. Satan’s insinuations are true of many people. The Health and Wealth Gospel is built around the very premise of Satan.   (Appendix E).

e. The suffering of Job was greater than most men will ever experience.  (Appendix F).

5.  The second conversation between God and Satan is much the same as the first time they met to talk about Job. (compare Job 1:6-8 with Job 2:1-3a).

Job’s Miserable Comforters

(See Appendix G)

Job’s Bitterness

(See Appendix H)

Job Curses His Day
Job 3

1. Job expressed his grief by wishing that he had never been born or even before that, had never been conceived.  Job 3:1-10.

a. God could just wipe that day out of existence.  v3. This is an impossible request (or is it?) and he knows it, but it does express the extent of his grief.

b. Job refers to darkness or blackness several times. The first creative act was the calling forth of light. As God created everything and blessed it with light, he wished that God when He made up the Heavenly calendar had left his day out.  3-5.

c. He desires that that day be cursed because that would signify that God was not in that day.  6-9.

i. The world of the unsaved relied on the most powerful curser, the ___________.  They would curse certain days. They would even be so brave to pronounce a curse on the ________________ (mourning). v8.

ii. If they could curse his day out of existence (which he knows is an impossibility), he would be willing to let him try.

iii. Of course Job does not believe in their powers, but he is using this figure to express his grief.

d. Since his day was not cursed and it did see the morning light, his mother’s wombs was not shut up and thus he later experienced great sorrow.  v10.

2. Job wished he had died at birth (stillborn). 3:11-19.

a. Because then he would have been among those who “rest in peace.”

b. Sheol was preferred to his life on earth.  

i. At this point in progressive revelation, we would not be sure what he knew about sheol.  

ii. We know that the wicked would be in torments. It definitely is not better for them there than now.  But even then the wicked ceased from troubling themselves or troubling others. v17.

iii. But for the saved or stillborn, Sheol is a place where the troubles and agonies of this life have ceased.

3. Job wished he could now die.  3:20-26.

a. He wishes God would just finish the job and grant him some mercy for his misery.  

b. Satan accused God of putting a protective hedge around Job, but Job accused God of hedging him in the yard of his trouble. v23.
c. What did Job fear in v25? 

i. Some say that Job feared that something was _______________________ since everything was going so well.

ii. Some say that since he lost his wealth and family, he feared the next thing was his _________________.

iii. Some say he feared the loss of _____________________.  He took great measures to prevent that in the life of his own children.  Job 1:5.

iv. Some say that he already feared that it was not just the _____________________________. 

d. What he longed for was safety, rest and quietness. What he got was trouble.  v26.

The “Comfort” of Eliphaz

Job 4-5

Introduction:

1. Apparently, they had already decided before they came that Job must have been guilty of some terrible sin and they must encourage him to repent. Job 5:27.

2. Previous to coming, Eliphaz had received a vision which confirmed his thinking processes literally in thoughts from the visions of the night. Job 4:13. Also, Eliphaz’s speech follows the pattern of the words he heard the image speak in the vision. Job 4:12-21.

3. Eliphaz was probably allowed to speak first because he was the _____________ and because of his “remarkable” vision.

Why was Eliphaz’s “comfort” no comfort at all?

1. Instead of comforting Job with sympathetic words, he started right off by ___________________ him.  Job 4:1-6.
a. Job is rebuked for his ______________. Eliphaz was expressing concern that anyone who dared speak to Job might be met with similar outbursts. Job 1:2.  His three friends, knowing the character of Job, thought they were dealing with a man who would readily confess his sin, but they found a man bitter and unrepentant.

b. Job is rebuked for not being able to comfort ________________.  Job 4:3-5.
c. Job is rebuked for what Eliphaz thinks is a lack of _____________ towards God. Job 4:6.  Job would not be acting and speaking brashly if he was still walking with God and was without sin.

2.    Eliphaz intimates that _________ is the cause of Job’s suffering.  Job 4:7-11.
a. Could Job name anyone who perished who was innocent? Job 4:7.  If Job had the New Testament, he could quote Luke 13:4-5 or John 9:1-3 or I Peter 2:19-20.

b. Eliphaz used as his authority, his __________________, or what he had seen.  He observed that they that plow iniquity and sow wickedness __________ the same. Job 4:8.  All of Job’s three friends have the same message-“the good guys always win, and the bad guys always lose.”

c. An illustration from the humbling of a great lion proves his point.  v10-11.

3. Eliphaz then relates a vision that he had. Job 4:12-21.   Job was looking for a word from God.

a. God used visions as one of His standard means of communicating his message to his own in that day.

i. Probably Eliphaz was a believer just like Job. Why?

ii. There is no reason to think that Eliphaz is trying to deceive Job. Would he lie to a friend (at least at this stage in the debates)?

b. However both Eliphaz and possibly Job interpreted the message _______________.  

i. God meant that Job, by justifying himself, has, in effect, made himself more righteous than God.  Job revealed his criticism of God by his bitterness. This happens all the time when we criticize God. 
ii. Eliphaz took it to mean that God is the only absolute standard to judge whether a person had sinned. Because Job was suffering, God was punishing Job for his sin. He needed to repent.  Eliphaz builds on that vision by stating… 
1. That God charges even angels with folly.  Where does this argument fail?
2.  Eliphaz is left to believe that if God’s angel-servants are not trusted by God, then how much less will He treat sinful man! Job 4:19-21.
iii. Eliphaz warns Job that he is in a precarious position and that he should quickly repent. Job 5. 

iv. Job cannot call on anyone, mortal man or angels, to help him.  They all are in the same boat.  He must come to God. Job 5:1-5.

v. Eliphaz related what happens to foolish people, hoping Job would catch the drift once again. Job 5:2-7.
vi. Yet, perhaps there is hope for Job if he will seek unto God (Job 5:8) and despise not the chastening of the Lord.  Job 5:17.  Eliphaz claims that that is exactly what he would do if he was in the same situation.  All Job has to do is repent of this terrible sin he had committed.  
vii. Eliphaz attempts to renew Job’s hope in God.  Even though God’s ways are unsearchable to man, his moral order is not.  He operates the same all the time.

viii. You also will be a _____________ man, if you repent, Job. v17.

ix. Yet Job knew he had not ______________ sinned against the Lord.

Step into the Shoes of a Sufferer

Appendix I

1. Job does not direct his accusations in Job 6:14-20 to his three friends.  

2.  Job begins to speak to his friends in Job 6:21.
The “Comfort” of Bildad

I. To Bildad, Job was just a “windbag.” (Talbert, p. 104).

II. Bildad based his advice on the wisdom and experience of those who had __________________ (Job 8:8-10) and ________________ (Job 8:11-12).

III. Bildad implies that his ____________ had sinned and therefore God destroyed them.  Job 8:4. To Bildad, all tragedy is punishment from God. 

IV. Like Eliphaz, Bildad encourages Job to seek unto God.  Job 8:5-7.  Job must repent of the terrible sin that brought such tragedy.

V. Job can learn from nature.  Things don’t just happen.  There is a cause and effect. Job 8:11-12.

Job’s Answer to Bildad-Job 9, 10

I. Job agrees with Bildad’s basic premise about God’s justice. Job 9:2.  

II. However, Job questions if any man can be just with God since, if he was punished, what is the lot of all men?  Job 9:2.
III. He knew if anyone tried to question God’s judgment, he would fail.  He knew he could not defend even one of a thousand ________________ brought against him by God. Job 9:3.
a. He realizes that no one ever prospers who has hardened himself against God.  God is too wise and mighty for man to oppose Him. Job 9:4.
b. Job is well aware of the fact that God’s wisdom and strength are beyond what he could ever know. They are past finding out.  Job 9:10.
c. Even people, who in their pride, resist God or help others to resist God, will stoop under His rule unless God withdraws His anger. Job 9:13.
d. Thus Job felt he would get nowhere trying to reason with God. Job 9:14.
i. He knew if God would reveal to him his great sin, he would then make supplication to His judge. Job 9:15.
ii. Even at that, if God answered his supplication, it would not be due to God hearkening unto his voice, but only due to the ___________of God. Job 9:16.
iii. Yet, Job still clung to his belief-God had afflicted him ___________ __________. Job 9:17. Job knew he was a sinner like all men, but he felt the punishment was not ____________________ for his righteous character.

e. Job could give a lot of reasons why he would not approach God with his complaint.  

i. He could not come with might for God is _________________. Job 9:19.
ii. He could not set a time to bring his case because there is no one to set a time to plead. Job 9:19.
iii. Job also thought that God would have gotten him so _________________ that when he tried to justify himself, his own mouth would stumble and condemn himself. Job 9:20.
f. Thus Job despaired that anything he would do would be ________________. 

i. The only conclusion Job could come to was that God now destroyeth the ____________and the _______________ (Job 9:22) and laughs at the trial of the innocent. Job 9:23.
ii. God would hold him guilty no matter what he did. Job 9:27-31. If he tried to clean himself ________________ or ceremoniously by washing himself with snow water and making his hands never so clean, he felt God would still plunge him into a ditch . Job 9:30-31.
iii. He felt no daysman (________________) would be able to stand between God and Job and remove the rod  away from Job.  Job 9:33-34.
IV. However, overlooking all his fears (Job 9:34-35), Job proceeds to be his own ___________ __________________and present his case before God. Job 10.
a. He asks God to show him why He is contending with him. Job 10:2.
b. He would like to ask God a series of ___________________. 

c. Job would like to point out several _______________________ with what God is doing seeing God knew that Job was not ___________. Job 10:7.
d. Job accuses God of causing him to be full of ____________.  Whether wicked or righteous, God was intent on punishing Job. Job 10:15.
e. Job renews his request that God take his life.  Job 10:18-22.
Zophar’s Counsel to Job and Job’s Answer

Job 11-14

I. Zophar, Job’s third “friend,” now attacks Job. Job 11.
a. Zophar accused Job of talking _______________ .  Job 11:2.  Why should a person going through great grief talk?  Instead of criticizing Job, what should have been the approach of Zophar?

b.  Zophar also felt that Job was trying to have men hold their peace by telling them ___________. Job 11:3.  The chief lie Zophar thought Job was telling was that his doctrine was pure and he was clean .  Job 11:4.

c. Zophar wished that __________ would now open His lips against Job. Job 11:5.

i. If God would show Job the secrets of ___________, Job would then see how stupid he really was. Job 11:6.
ii. Job would then find out that God was punishing him less than his iniquity deserved. Job 11:6.  Can we ever assume a person’s sin is greater than we have seen or heard?  Love thinketh no evil. I Corinthians 13:5.  A critic magnifies the sins of others, but minimizes his own sins.  He beholds the mote in his brother’s eye, but does not consider the beam in his own eye. Matthew 7:3.
iii. Zophar said that God would have to reveal His wisdom because …

1. A person by searching cannot find out God. Job 11:7.
2. Do we have sufficient knowledge and wisdom from God to function successfully before God today? Deuteronomy 29:29; John 14:2; I Corinthians 1:30; 2:7, 10, 12, 15; II Timothy 3:16-17.
iv. God also is wise enough to know vain men and see wickedness also. Job 11:11.  Zophar believed that Job was too _______________ to realize that God was punishing him for his sin. Job should not try to hinder God. Job 11:10. 
v. Zophar offers _______ solution to the supposed predicament he sees Job in (lacking wisdom of God).  He states that the chances of a vain man becoming wise are as meager as the chances of man being born to a wild ass’s colt. Job 11:12.
vi. How can we be better comforters? (even if there is iniquity involved) 

1. Romans 12:15; II Corinthians 11:29; I Thessalonians 2:11, 12-
2. See Galatians 6:1, 2 (Note: the word “restore” is used of mending bones)-
3. See Ephesians 4:29-
4. See Proverbs 25:11- 

5. II Timothy 3:16; Romans 15:4-
6. Revelation 2-3-
7. Prov. 15:28-
d. Zophar concluded that Job needed to repent.  To repent, Job must…

i. Job 11:13-
ii. Job 11:13-
iii. Job 11:14-
iv. Is Zophar’s method of dealing with sin consistent with Bible teaching? Jeremiah 4:1-4; Proverbs 28:13; I John 1:9.
e. If Job would meet these conditions, …

i. Job 11:15-

ii.  Job 11:15-
iii. Job 11:16-

iv.  Job 11:17- 

v. Job 11:18-
vi. Job 11:19-
vii. How do these results compare with Psalm 32 and Psalm 51?

f. However, if Job fails to repent… Job 11:20.
II. Job’s Answer to Zophar (and to God) Job 12-13.
a. Job sarcastically made the point that they are not the only ones with wisdom. He said, “I also have understanding as well as you. I am not inferior to you” Job 12:3.
b. Job pointed out that their wisdom (Trouble only comes upon wicked people) did not fit with the facts.  Job was right in testing Zophar’s words just as every man tries words and the mouth will taste the food before eating it. Job 12:11. 
i. Job 12:4-5-
ii. Job 12:6-
iii. Animals (Job 12:7), birds (Job 12:7), the earth (Job 12:8), fishes (Job 12:8), if they could talk, they would teach them (Job 12:7) that… Job 12:9.
iv. Job 12:10-

How does this fit with Job’s argument and not with the arguments of his three friends?

v. Job 12:13-
1. Anyone who is ancient and has experienced length of days would have seen all types of events and would come up with the same conclusion as Job.  Everyone knows that they have wisdom and strength. Job 12:12.
2. They would have to acknowledge that in God’s sovereign actions against people (Job 12:14-15), both the deceived and the deceiver might experience what He brings.  Job 12:16.
vi. Their wisdom does not hold up when applied to world leaders. 
1. Job 12:17-
2. Job 12:20-
vii. If the wisdom of the world’s leaders is darkness (they grope in the dark, Job 12:25) compared to the wisdom of God, then how can they comprehend the deep things of God?  

1. Job 13:1-
2. Job 13:2-
3. Job 13:3-
a. They were physicians of no value. Why? Job 13:4.
b. They would have displayed more wisdom by…?   Job 13:5.
4. How unthinkable that God could be defended by these three.  Why should they speak wickedly for God?  Job 13:7-8.
a. In fact, Job warns, that when they are examined by God, He will surely reprove them.  Job 13:10.  They were not defending God, but only their ______________ view of God.  He now desires that they hold their peace so that he can speak to God.  He is now ready to risk his life and let come on him what God wills.  Job 13:13.
c. Job presents his case before God. Job 13:14ff.
i. Job continues to express the risk of presenting his case before God.  Job 13:14.  An animal that takes the flesh of its prey in its teeth takes the risk of losing it.  

ii. Though Job believed that God might slay him (maybe for his brashness in approaching God), yet he still maintained his trust in God. Job 13:15.
iii. He asks that God hear his speech. Job 13:17. Why?

1. Job 13:18-
2. Job 13:18-
3. Job 13:19-
iv. Job knew he could only be able to present a winning case if God would do two things unto him…Job 13:20, 21.
v. Job did not care who presented his case first.  If God went first, then Job would answer or if Job went first, then God could answer Job. Job 13:22.
vi. Since God was silent, Job went ahead and spoke.  He asked for a list of charges that God had against him. Job 13:23.
vii. Job accused God of …
1. Job 13:24-
2. Job 13:25-
3. Job 13:26-
4. Job 13:26-
5. Job 13:27-
III. Since God did not answer his call to appear in court, Job went back into a state of _______________.  Job 14

a. He questioned why God would harass him since he, as a man, was so frail. He asked why God would even open his eyes on such a one. Job 14:3

i. Job 14:1-
ii. Job 14:1-
iii. Job 14:2-
b. He bemoaned the fact that no one can bring a clean thing out of an unclean. Job 14:4. Thus Job could never stand before such a judge to plead his case.

c. Since God determined the days that Job would live (Job 14:5), Job asked that God turn from him that he may still live til he shall accomplish his days. Job 14:6.
d. He questioned why a tree’s death is _____________ than a man’s death.  The tree, if it is cut down, may sprout again (Job 14:7-9), but man dieth and wasteth away. Job 14:10. Man lies down and riseth not. Job 14:12.
i. However, Job began to surmise, the grave would be a place to hide until God’s wrath passed. Hopefully, God would appoint a set time to remove the wrath and remember to resurrect Job. Job 14:13.
ii. Even in his depression a faint glimmer of hope crosses Job’s mind.  He asks the question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” Job 14:14.
e. Confidence briefly returned to Job.  He knew God would call because God had a desire to the work of His hands. Job 14:15.
f. He knew that even though God numbered his steps and watched over his sin (Job 14:16), God had sealed up Job’s transgressions in a bag. Job 14:17.

g. Once again Job sinks down in despair.  Just as mountains, rocks, stones wear away, so also the hope of man is destroyed. Job 14:19.
h. Death sends a man away (Job 14:20) so that he cannot see his sons being honored or help them when they are brought low. Job 14:21.
i. He does not really think he will be free from pain in his flesh, or mourning in his soul.  Job 14:22.
j. Job has glimmers of __________, but seasons of ____________________.

Round Two

Job 15

Introduction-

1. Job’s friends now become more and more _________________. They can see that they are not getting anywhere with Job.  He is not repenting.  He still claims innocence.  

2. In Round Two, each of his friends emphasizes a different fate of the wicked.

The Verbal Punches of 

Eliphaz, the Temanite, Job 15:1

I. Eliphaz lambasted Job’s talk. 

a. He likened Job’s words to the east wind.  Job 15:2.  This is the dreaded, hot desert wind that blows from the east called the sirocco.

i. Job 15:2-
ii. Job 15:3-
iii. Job 15:3-
b. He said that Job’s words were _________________ of God. Job 15:4.
c. This lack of reverence was hindering his prayers. Job 15:4.
d. He said that Job’s words were his own condemnation. Job 15:6.
II. Eliphaz lambasted Job’s claims to ____________.

a. If Job thought he was so wise then he must have been the _________ man that was born to gain that much wisdom. Job 15:7.
b. Sarcastically, he states that Job’s claim to wisdom could only be obtained by someone who was made before the ___________ (Job 15:7) and had heard the secret (counsels) of God. Job 15:8.
c. Eliphaz claimed to have as much and more wisdom than Job.  Job 15:9-10.
III. Eliphaz lambasted Job’s __________________ with God.

a. Job was being _____________________ to God by denying their wisdom.  Literally, he had made the consolations of God small. Job 15:11.
b. He accused Job of ________________________ against God. Job 15:13.
c. To Eliphaz, Job had not come to the realization that God sees sin more acutely than man.

i. Is any man righteous in God’s eyes? Job 15:14.
ii. God sees no one righteous born of a woman.  Job 15:14.
iii. Even those in the heavens are not clean in His sight. Job 15:15.
iv. Therefore, how much more abominable in the sight of God is a man who drinks inquity like water.  Job 15:16.
v. Job needs to acknowledge that even though he might not be aware of his sin, God __________ his sin and it must be great in His eyes for Job to experience the punishment that came his way.

vi. Eliphaz now declares the wisdom of the ________________. Job 15:17-18.
1. He claimed that this wisdom was not ______________ by future generations because no stranger passed among them to give them different philosophies.  Job 15:19. Basically, Eliphaz was accusing Job of listening to the wisdom of alien teachers less experienced than the fathers.

2. Eliphaz now lists for Job the punishment that the wicked people experience from God.  Since Job experienced similar things, he must be wicked.

a. The wicked man travaileth with ___________.  This pain happens not just after death, but “all his days.” Job 15:20.  

b. In prosperity, the _______________ shall come upon him. Job 15:21.  See Job’s experience in Job 1:13-19.
c. _____________ and _______________ shall make him afraid. Job 15:24. See Job’s experience in Job 7:14; 9:34; 13:21.
vii. Eliphaz lists some reasons for God’s punishment.

1. A person is punished because he stretches out his _______________against God and strengthened himself against the Almighty. Job 15:25.
2. Job 15:26-
3. This person lives in __________________. In the Old Testament a fat person symbolized a person who lived in “selfish luxury and spiritual insensitivity.” Psalm 73:7; 119:70; Jeremiah 5:28.
viii. Though a wicked man may think he is secure, he will experience God’s punishment someday.

1. Job 15:29-
2. Job 15:30-

3. Job 15:31-
4. Job 15:34-
5. Job 15:34-
Job’s Answer to Eliphaz

Job 16-17

I. Job’s friends were of no help. In fact, Job called them all “miserable comforters.” Job 16:2. They only increased his misery.

a. They failed because…

i. They had the same ____________________.  Job had heard many such things. Job 16:2.
ii. They used __________ words. Job 16:3. 

iii. Job did not understand why they had become emboldened to answer Job is such a manner. Job 16:3.
iv. How can we avoid their mistakes?  Romans 15:4

b. Job could speak and act as they do. Job 16:4

i. He could heap up words against them to ______________ them. Job 16:4. 

ii. He could shake the head to _________ them. Job 16:4; II Kings 19:21; Psalm 22:7.

c.   Rather, he would…

i. _______________ them with his mouth. Job 16:5.  Job had done this in the past. Job 4:4.
ii. He would hold back their grief. Job 16:5.
d. Job needed comfort from someone.

i. Job could not comfort _______________.  Job 16:6.  We see Job’s grief by…

1. He was in a state of ____________________. Job 16:15.
2. He was acting like a __________________. Job 16:15.
3. His face was foul with ________________. Job 16:16.
4. On his eyelids was the _______________________. Job 16:16.
ii. Job could not be at ease even if he ____________________. Job 16:6.
iii. When we are going through severe troubles, sometimes we cannot _____________ straight.

1. We begin to make senseless _______________ of God.  He accused God of…(a few examples)
a. Job 16:7-
b. Job 16:9-
c. Job 16:9-
d. Job 16:9-
e. Job 16:11-
f. Job 17:4-
g. Job 17:6-
2. We become _____________ against other people. Job 16:10.
II. Job needed someone who could adequately defend him for he knew he was not suffering for any injustice in his hands.  His prayer was pure before God. Job 16:17.  Job knew that his life, motives and worship were pure before God.

a. He requested from the Earth that the injustice done to him would not be covered and that his cry would have no place for burial. Job 16:18.
b. The only adequate advocate would have to be someone from _______________.

i. His pure record of his life was on ____________. Job 16:19.
ii. He needed someone to plead for him as a man pleadeth for his neighbor. Job 16:21

iii. He needed someone to do it ____________ because he will go his way and not return. Job 16:22. It would be too late to plead his case after his death. 

1. The grave was ready for him. Job 17:1.
2. His days were extinct. Job 17:11.
3. The corruption of the grave was so close, he was calling it his father and the worm his mother and sister. Job 17:14.
c. He knew that if upright people really knew the truth of the _____________ done to Job, they would be astonied. Job 17:8.
Bildad’s Second Barrage and Job’s Answer

Job 18-19

I. Bildad’s Barrage. Job 18.
a. Like Eliphaz, Bildad blasted Job’s words also. Job 18:1-3.
b. Job had claimed that God tore at him in His anger, but Bildad accused Job of tearing himself in his anger.  In other words, Job deserved the sufferings because of his sins. Job 18:4.
c. Bildad lists for Job the terrible things that happen to the dwelling of the wicked and those that know not God. Job 18:21.
i. Job 18:5.  Light was a symbol of continual prosperity in a man’s house.
ii. Job 18:7. He is overcome by his own wicked schemes. Job 18:8.
iii. Though he tries to escape from judgment and downfall, he will be caught wherever he turns.  Job 18:10.
iv. Job 18:11-
v. Job 18:12- 

vi. Job 18:13-
vii. The firstborn of death shall devour his strength.  Job had the worst form of the disease-causing deaths. Job 18:13.
viii. He will be brought to the king of terrors (probably death).
ix. He will experience God’s judgment.  Brimstone is use to fumigate a room where a dead person was laid, but also speaks of God’s judgment.  Genesis 19:24; Dt. 29:22-23.
x. Just as a tree, his roots shall be dried up and branch cut off. Job 18:16.
xi. No one will remember him.   Job 18:17.
xii. He will be driven from light to darkness and chased out of this world. Job 18:18.
xiii. His posterity is cut off.  He shall have neither son nor nephew among his people. Job 18:19.
xiv. So devasting will be his calamity that those that come after him will be astounded. Job 18:20.

II. Job’s Answer to Bildad.  Job 19.
a. Job denounces the superior attitude of his critical friends. Job 19:1-5.
i. They were insensitive to the fact that their __________ were destroying him.  He asked, “How long will ye vex my soul and break me in pieces with words?” Job 19:2.
ii. They ____________ insulted Job.  “These ten times have ye reproached me.” Job 19:3.
iii. They were not even ashamed that they made themselves strange to him. Job 19:3.
iv. Even if he was in error about his sin, they should have realized it was none of their business to reproach him so.  His error should have remaineth with him. Job 19:4.
v. Really, they themselves magnify against him. Job 19:5.
b. Job made it clear that ultimately he considered _________ as the one responsible for all the wrongs he was experiencing.  He said, “Know now that God hath overthrown me.” Job 19:6.
i. _______ had compassed him about with his net. Job 19:6b.
ii. _________ did not care to listen to him when Job cried out of wrongs.  He said, “Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard.” Job 19:7.
iii. Job lists numerous hostile actions by God against him. 

1. Job 19:8-
2. Job 19:8-
3. Job 19:9-
4. Job 19:10-
5. Job 19:11-
6. Job 19:11-
7. Job 19:12-
8. Job 19:13-
c. Job elaborates on how God has caused all his relatives, friends and servants to become hostile against him.  Job 19:13-22.
i. Job 19:14-

ii. Job 19:15-

iii. Job 19:16-

iv. Job 19:17-

v. Job 19:18-

vi. Job 19:19-

vii. Job 19:19-
viii. Job 19:21-
d. Job expresses his certainty in seeing God and his eventual vindication. Job 19:23-27.
i. Job requests that his words become permanently recorded in a book (Job 19:23) even graven with an iron pen…forever.  Job 19:24.  

ii. Job also knows that his redeemer liveth (Job 19:25) and though his worms  his body, his flesh shall see God. Job 19:26-27.  Job knows that if his case is finally heard, he will come out vindicated because this Redeemer will testify for Job.  The word, “redeemer,” is used 42 times in the Old Testament.  This was a person who became the “protection or legal preservation for a close relative who could not do so for himself.” 

1. Leviticus 25:23-25; Ruth 4:4-15-
2. Numbers 35:19-27; II Samuel 14:11-
3. Ruth 4:10-

4. Leviticus 25:47-55-
5. Psalm 119:154; Proverbs 23:11; Jeremiah 50:34-
6. No doubt His Redeemer is Jesus Christ.

e. Job warns his friends to be afraid of the sword.  The reason-he has confidence in his innocence.  Thus, they should know that there is a punishments that will fall on them for false accusations and persecution.  Job 19:29.
Zophar’s Second Diatribe against Job and Job’s Response

Job 20-21

Introduction: Job has asked previously what emboldened his three friends to speak to him.  Job 16:3.  Zophar states what compelled him to address Job.

1. His thoughts made him to answer.  No doubt what Job had said had disturbed him. Job 20:2

2. Zophar felt he had superior understanding.  He said, “The spirit of my understanding causeth me to answer.” Job 20:3.
3. Chapter 20 gives Zophar’s perspective on the wicked.

I. Zophar acknowledged that the wicked do prosper, but…Chapter 20

a. The prosperity of the wicked will cease in his _________________.

b. The wicked’s downfall will be _____________.

c. Either his children or his hands shall restore the goods to the poor (no doubt taken from the poor dishonestly). Job 20:10.
i. That which he labored for shall he ____________. Job 20:18.
ii. This restoration will be according to his substance. Job 20:18.
iii. This restoration will _______ be done joyfully.  Job 20:18.
d. He will die before he has _____________________________.  His bones are full … of his youth. Job 20:11.
e. In effect, he has swallowed down his riches and he shall ______________ them up again. Job 20:15.
i. Initially, his wickedness was sweet in his mouth (Job 20:12), but … it shall become like the _____________________ within him.  Job 20:14.
ii. It is _________ who shall cast his riches out of his belly. Job 20:15.  This is the portion of the wicked man from God and the heritage appointed unto him by God. Job 20:29.
f. The rich man will not continue to see the __________________ of life like rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter. Job 20:17.
g. The wicked have no ______________.  Job 20:20.

h. He will have _________________.   Job 20:21.  The increase of his house shall depart. Job 20:28.
i. Even at the peak of his luxury and riches (described here as “sufficiency”), he shall be in _________________. Job 20:22.
j. At the very moment he is about to fill his belly (at the moment that he is most satisfied), God shall cast the ____________________ upon him. Job 20:23.
k. He will not _______________ God’s wrath.  If he should escape the iron weapon, the bow of steel shall strike him through. Job 20:24.
l. By all these calamities that come upon him, the heaven has revealed his iniquity. Job 20:27.
II. Job’s reply to Zophar.  Job 21.
a. Job asks that Zophar hear diligently his speech.  Their listening to him would bring the most comfort to him.  Job 21:2.
i. However, Job knows that after he has spoken, they will still __________ on. Job 21:3.
ii. Actually, Job was wondering why they were so viciously attacking him since his complaint was not to a man, but his complaint was against God.  Job 21:4.

iii. If they had honestly examined the grief he was in (“Mark me”), they would had been astonished, and would have put their hand on their mouth.  They would not have spoken in the first place. Job 21:5.
b. Contrary to the theology of his three friends, Job said some wicked do live, become old, and are mighty in power. Job 21:7.
i. They do enjoy their __________________________.  Job 21:8.
ii. They live in ____________. Job 21:9.
iii. Their herds _____________. Job 21:10.
iv. They have _____________.  Job 21:11-12.
v. They are ________________________.  Job 21:13.
vi. They die ______________.  Job 21:13.
c. These same wicked who prosper also say unto God, “Depart from us” Job 21:14.
i. They do not desire the ____________________.” Job 21:14

ii. They do not want to ___________________ Job 21:15.
iii. They do not think there is any ________________________. Job 21:15.
d. Job also contends that the wicked could die at any time, not just at the height of their prosperity.  He states, “How oft is the candle of the wicked put out!” Job 21:17.  Job was arguing that one’s character cannot be determined by his fate in life.

i. One might die in his ______________________ being wholly at ease and quiet. Job 21:23.
ii. And another might die in the bitterness of his soul. Job 21:25.
iii. Job agrees that the end result is the same.  They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them. Job 21:26.
e. Job disagrees that God sometimes punishes the wicked by ___________________________.   Job 21:19-20.
f. Job states that their comfort is in vain because their answers are rooted in ___________________.   Job 21:34.
i. To see that Job was right, all they had to do was ask them that go by the way (or travelers).  These travelers could tell them of many wicked they had seen that prospered all through their days.  Job 21:29

ii. They would confirm that the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction (they experienced no calamity in this lifetime), but they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath (after this life they will experience God’s wrath). Job 21:30.
Job 22-24

I. The Third Argument of Eliphaz. Job 22.
a. Eliphaz postulated that there really was no way that man is profitable unto God (Job 22:2) including the wise or “righteous.” (Job 22:3).  

b. Since God does not even interest Himself with the wise or righteous, when He does show interest, it must be to punish them because their wickedness is great and iniquities infinite. Job 22:5.  God only awakens when man is in sin.

i. What’s right with this statement? 

ii. What’s wrong with this statement? Revelation 4:11.
c. Eliphaz accused Job of ______________ abuses.  Job 22:6-11.  Obviously, what Eliphaz says goes against the testimony of God concerning Job.  God had said that Job was perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil. Job 1:8.  Therefore, Eliphaz was taking what he knew was the typical evil characteristics of men in power and was applying it to Job.  He was making it up.  He said that Job…

i. Had taken a _____________ from his brother for no reason.  Job 22:6.

ii. Had stripped the pledgetakers until they were naked of their clothing. Job 22:6.  This goes against Exodus 22:26, 27; Deuteronomy 24:10-13.  Why was this a ridiculous accusation against Job?

iii. Had been _______________ and _______________ to the needy. Job 22:7-9.
d. Eliphaz accused Job of snubbing his nose at God’s holiness.

i. To Job, God was too far away in the height of heaven (Job 22:12) and God could not see through the dark cloud to see or judge his wickedness.  Job 22:13.
ii. Eliphaz considered Job as wicked as the people who ignored God before the _______________________.  Job 22:15-17.

e.  Eliphaz makes one last attempt to convince Job to repent.

i. Eliphaz outlines to Job how to repent.

1. Job 22:21-
2. Job 22:21-
3. Job 22:22-
4. Job 22:22-
5. Job 22:23-
6. Job 22:23-
ii. Eliphaz tells Job that __________ shall come unto him if he repents. Job 22:21.

1. Job 22:23-

2. Job 22:24-25-
3. Job 22:25-
4. Job 22:26-
5. Job 22:27-
6. Job 22:28-

7. Job 22:29-30-
II. Job’s response to Eliphaz. Job 23-24

a. Once again Job requested that he be able to present his case before God.
He said, “Oh that I might find Him! That I might come even to His seat!” Job 23:3.

i. Then he would order his cause before God and fill his mouth with arguments. Job 23:4

ii. However, Job could not _________ God.  If he went forward, God was not there.  If he went backward, he could not perceive God.  He accused God of hiding Himself so that Job could not see Him. Job 23:8-9

iii. Job knew that if he were tried, he would come forth as gold. Job 23:10.

iv. However, Job realized that God was sovereign and that God is one mind and no one can turn Him. Job 23:13.

b. Job was also irked that God did not immediately judge the wicked.

i. Job lists some terrible deeds of the wicked (Job 24:1-11), yet God layeth not folly to them. Job 24:12.

ii. Job argues that it is God that should be the One most responsible for the punishment of the wicked because most of their deeds are done in the dark and He is the only One who can ___________ them.  

1. The murderer, rising with the light, killeth the poor.  Job 24:14.

2. A man is a thief in the night. Job 24:14.

3. The eye of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight because no eye shall see him. Job 24:15.

4. Houses are identified for plunder during the day, but they dig through them in the dark. Job 24:16.

5. Why? Because the morning is to them even as the shadow of death. Job 24:17

c. However, Job was confident that God would someday judge the wicked just as drought and heat consume the snow waters, and as the grave those which have sinned. Job 24:19.  They are exalted for a little while, but are gone and brought low. Job 24:24.

Job 25-31

Bildad’s Argument against Job and Job’s Reply

I. Bildad’s Third Argument.  Job 25

a. Bildad’s third argument is unusually short.  These three friends were either running out of arguments or realized Job was not going to admit to his sin.

b. All of Bildad’s words seem to have the purpose of ________________ Job.

i. How could Job ever expect a hearing with God when God is so great in His dominion that results in the fear of man.  Job 25:2.  God so powerfully rules over man that man is forced to submit fearfully.  

ii. Job has no right to demand peace with God since God is the only one who makes peace in His high places. Job 25:2.

iii. Job cannot fight against the purposes of God because God’s armies are without number. Job 25:3. 

iv. Job cannot go against the wisdom of God for God’s light (knowledge and wisdom) penetrates to all people.  No one could be ever found where His light does not arise. Job 25:3b.

v. Job cannot claim to be holy before God (especially since Bildad believed he was being punished for his sin). To Bildad, no man can ever be justified with God.  How can a man be clean who is born of a woman? Job 25:4.

vi. Nothing or no one (including Job) compares with the purity and holiness of God. Even the moon shines not.  It merely reflects light from the sun.  Even the light of the stars is not pure in comparison to God’s purity. Job 25:5.

vii. In conclusion, Bildad believes that man is but a worm compared to the sovereignty, knowledge, and holiness of God. 

II. Job’s Reply. Job 26-31.

a. Job turns Bildad’s very own arguments against him. If Bildad considered Job without power (so weak), then why hasn’t Bildad ________________ him? Job 26:2

b. Job then reveals to Bildad his superior knowledge of God’s sovereignty and wisdom.  Bildad simply had no right to question Job’s conclusions if he did not even understand God as well as Job.

i. God is even sovereign over ___________. Hell is naked before Him. Job 26:5-6.

ii. The whole universe is _______________ and _________________ by God.

1. The whole universe hangs like a tent over the north. Though the sun is the center of our solar system, perhaps the earth is the center of the universe. Job 26:7

2. The earth hangs on _______________. Job 26:7.

iii. God controls the whole ________________ cycle.  God bindeth up the waters in thick clouds. Even though water is heavy, the cloud is not rent (does not burst). Job 26:8. See also Job 28:24-27; 36:27-28; 37:11, 16; 38:25-28.

iv. The universe God made is ______________.  God’s throne is above and beyond the clouds even beyond where day and night come to an end. Job 26:9-10.

v. Even the great mountains, acting as the pillars to hold up heaven, are astonied at His reproof (storms, earthquakes, etc.)  Job 26:11; Psalm 18:7; 104:32; Nahum 1:5.

vi. God controls the _________________________ with His power. Job26:12.

vii. Though Job knew far more than Bildad about God, Job also knew that these things were only _______________ of His ways and a little portion of what man has heard of God. Job 26:14.  Man will spend eternity learning about God and never come to a full knowledge.

c. Job once again reaffirms his innocence. 

i. Job is so sure of his innocence; he affirms it with an ___________ Job 27:2.

ii. He would not be forced to lie. He would not utter deceit and falsely declare he had sinned. Job 27:4.  His righteousness he held fast. Job 27:6.

iii. He knew his heart would not reproach himself as long as he liveth. Job 27:6.

d. Though Job complained that God did not always immediately judge the wicked, he knew that God would ______________________ punish them.  This is revealed in a series of questions.

i. What is the hope of the wicked though he gains much riches and honor, God still takes away his soul into judgment? Job 27:8.

ii. Will God hear his cry when trouble comes his way? Job 27:9.

iii. Would there ever come a time when the wicked will delight himself in the Almighty? (when God has punished him enough). Job 27:10.

e. Job then taught (Job 27:11) what will be the portion of the wicked with God. Job 27:13.  If they were honest, they also have seen it. Job 27:12.

i. Though the number of the children of the wicked be multiplied, they are multiplied to be killed by the sword (war). Job 27:14.
ii. The wicked’s offspring will suffer famine. They will not be satisfied with bread. Job 27:14.
iii. If any remain, they shall be burned in death. They probably die of some disease.  Job 27:15.

iv. Their widows do not even weep over their “loss.” Job 27:15.

v. Though he amasses a lot of wealth (heap up silver as the dust) and clothes (raiment), the just shall put his clothes on, and the innocent shall divide his silver. Job 27:17.

vi. In reality, his house is as unstable as the house of a moth or the booth of a field watchman. Job 27:18.

vii. Someday, the wicked will die, but he receives no rest. Terrors shall take hold of him.  Job 27:20.  He is carried away by a tempest and God shall cast upon him and not spare. Job 27:22.

viii. He will not escape the hand of God. He would fain flee out of God’s hand. Job 27:22.

Job’s Reply to Bildad Continued

Job 28-31

Introduction
Mike Petersen wrote in Biblical Viewpoint printed by Bob Jones University in 1995 that the theological center of the book of Job was wisdom. 

a. He claims that the narrator wrote this entire chapter because the language, mood and theme is different than the way Job writes.

b. Chapter 28 lacks “argumentation, personal references, a named speaker and direct address.”

c. This chapter is after Job’s 3 friends gave false conclusions based on their experiences, traditions and limited revelation to explain things beyond their understanding.

d. Job refuted the claim of his three counselors who boasted of their great wisdom.  He argues that wisdom can only be found in a person whose life is centered in God.  Job 28.

I. Man has been known to do some ingenious things, but man in all his ingenuity could never attain unto the wisdom of God.

II. But where is wisdom found? Job 28:12.

III. Wisdom is found only in God, for He is the only One who understands its place. Job 28:23.  He also looks to the end of the earth and sees under the whole heaven.  He knows what is going on in this world.  Job 28:24.

i. God is the only one who is able to _____________ this earth. Job 28:25-26.
ii. God knows wisdom _______________.  Job 28:27.

iii. Thus man can only know wisdom if they are properly _______________ to God.

1. They must _____________ the Lord.   Job 28:28.

2. This involves _______________________. Job 28:28.

II. Job presents proofs of his innocence.  Job 29.

b. God’s blessing in the past supports Job’s argument that he was innocent. 

i. God had ________________him. Job 29:2.

ii. God had _____________ him. Job 29:3.

iii. God’s ______________ was with him. Job 29:5.

iv. God had ________________ him. Job 29:5.

v. God had _________________ him.  Job 29:6.

c. The ______________________  respected him. 

i. When the young men saw him, ___________________________. Job 29:8

ii. When the aged saw him, they _________________________ out of respect. Job 29:8.

iii. Great officials, such as princes and nobles, respected ________________________________ so much that they refrained talking and held their peace. Job 29:9-10.

iv. When they heard his great wisdom, they ________________ him. Job 29:11.

d. They respected his wisdom so much because his life _________________ his talk.

i. He had delivered the ____________ and the _____________. Job 29:12.

ii. He had so wonderfully helped the ______________ Job 29:13.

iii. He had so manifested righteousness and justice they were like __________________________Job 29:14.

iv. He had become _________ to the blind and feet to the lame.  Job 29:15.

v. He would pluck the ________________ out of the jaws of the wicked and the spoil out of his teeth. Job 29:17.

e. They listened _____________________ and said nothing more. Job 29:21-23. 
f. Unlike his friends, he was one who _______________ the mourners.  Job 29:25.

g. Job has to consider it strange that though he was respected of the respected, he is now held in contempt by the contemptible.

i. The younger have him _____________________ Job 30:1.

ii. These are one who had been driven forth from among men.  Job 30:5.

iii. They were children of ______________. Job 30:8.

iv. Strange, now they abhor him and … _____________ in his face. Job 30:10.

v. They had _____________________ him.   Job 30:12-13.

h. Once again Job decries his treatment by God for certainly God was allowing all these things to happen to him.  Job 30:16-31.

III. This time Job reaffirms his innocence with an ________.  He was willing to be ___________ by God if he was not innocent.  If God did not bring the curse, Job believed this would prove his innocence.

See once again Appendix A

Introduction to Elihu

Job 32

1. Elihu was related to Abraham and an ancestor of King David. 

a. Elihu’s father was Barachel. Job 32:2.
b. Buz was the son of Abraham’s brother, Nahor. Genesis 22:20-23.

c. Ram was an ancestor of Obed, Jesse and ______________. Ruth 4:22.

2. A young man named Elihu respectively waits for these three men to finish speaking because they were ________ than he.  Job 32:4.  He knew that those older should speak because…

a. Biblically, the younger should _________ himself unto the elder.  I Peter 5:5.  Even though he did not have the command of God from I Peter, he inwardly knew that _______ (ones have lived many years) should speak. Job 32:7.

b. Logically, a person who lives many years should have accumulated more wisdom.  He says, “Multitude of years should ________ wisdom.” Job 32:7.

Elihu, the Messenger of God

(See Appendix J)

The Greatness and Goodness of God

(See Appendix K)

Job’s Restoration
(See App
Appendix A

Job, a Man of God

I. Both God and the human author of Job describe Job’s righteousness as superior in every respect.  Job 1:1, 8. 

a. Perfect

i. This does not mean that Job was without sin. 

1. In Job 7:21, Job asks God why He does not pardon his transgression and take away his iniquities.

2. Even Job admits that if he says he is perfect, it would prove him perverse. Job 9:20.  

a. No man can ever say that he is without sin in this life.  I John 1:8, 10.

b. All men are sinners.  Romans 3:23.

ii. Job was perfect in that he had spiritual maturity.  He has spiritual wholeness. He has no flaws in his character.  What are some things that bring about spiritual maturity?

1. II Timothy 3:17-

2. Galatians 3:3-

3. James 1:4-

4. Ephesians 4:13-

b. Upright

i. In a basic sense, this word means, “straight.”

ii. Thus, he did not deviate from God’s standards even though the Ten Commandments had not yet been written. Job had not gone back from the commandment of his lips.  He esteemed the Words of God’s mouth more than his necessary food. Job 23:12.
c. Job was one that feared God. Job 1:1.
i. He respected God for all that God is-the Absolute Ruler of the Universe.

ii. He knew that he must depart from evil in order to have understanding. Job 28:28.
iii. God considered Job His servant. Job 1:8.  He had submitted himself to do what God wanted him to do.

d. He eschewed evil. Job 1:1.
i. He turned away from evil.

ii. He hated and rejected anything that was contrary to God’s character.

iii. “The English word eschew, related to the word shy, implies being frightened of evil.” He would go out of his way to avoid evil. (Talbert, p. 29).

e. God bestows upon Job one of the greatest honors. He is called “my servant.”  

i. True greatness in the eyes of God is characterized by humble service.  Mark 10:35-45.

ii. Servant is used to describe other great spiritual men in the Bible.  

1. Abraham, Psalm 105:6, 42.
2. Jacob, Isaiah 41:8.
3. Moses, Exodus 14:31.
4. Joshua, Joshua 24:29.
5. David, II Samuel 7:5, 8.
6. Isaiah, Isaiah 20:3.
7. Many prophets, II Kings 9:7; Amos 3:7.
f. He is described by Ezekiel as one of the great examples of righteousness. Ezekiel 14:14, 20.
g. God said that there was no one like him in all the earth. Job 2:3.

h. He is described by James as a man of patience. James 5:11.

II. Knowing God’s testimony of Job’s righteousness we know also that Job’s own defense of his righteousness is the truth with no exaggeration.  Job becomes a tremendous model of righteousness for us.

a. Job took the time to strengthen those going through trouble.  Job 4:3-4.

b. Job was very careful with his thought life. Job 31:1-4.

i. Job knew that actions stem from one’s thought life.  Matthew 12:34; Mark 7:20-23

ii. Job had made a binding covenant with his eyes.  Job 31:1.

iii. The effect of this covenant was to take diligent steps to ensure that no thought had a chance to be aroused. 

iv. He took these steps because he knew that God knows everything he does, even what he does in secret.  Job 31:4.

v. He realized God would judge all his actions.  Job 31:2-3.

c. Job was honest in all his dealings. He was willing to have God test him on this very area to verify his claim.  Job 31:5-6.

d. Even his desires were godly.  Job 31:7-8.

i. The goal of his heart was to obey God’s commands.  

ii. He did not see something and then go after it, forgetting what God desired for his life.

e. He did not give into the advances of the wife of another man nor did he make advances himself to another man’s wife.  Job 31:8-12.
v10.

i. He believed this was a heinous crime to be punished by the judges.  Job 31:11.
ii. He believed this sin would lead to the destruction of his family.  Job 31:12.

f. He treated his servants right. Job 31:13-15.  

i. He would even deal rightly with them when they had an issue with him.  Job 31:13.

ii. He realized he would have to answer to God for how he treated his slaves.  Job 31:14.

iii. He realized that the slave was equal to him having the same beginning.  Both the slave and Job are of the same human race made by God.  Job 31:15.

g. He took care of those in need (the poor, the widow, the orphan).  Job 31:16-23.

i. He provided clothing if that was someone’s need.  Job 31:19.

ii. He defended their causes before the city council.  Job 31:21.

h. Money was not his god.  Job 31:24-25.

i. He did not trust money to meet his needs.  Job 31:24

ii. He did not brag about his wealth as though he had obtained it by his intelligence and craft.  Job 31:25

i. He was not idolatrous.  He did not secretly worship the sun or moon.  Job 31:26-28.

j. He did not rejoice over the afflictions of his enemy.  Job 31:29-30.

k. He showed hospitality.  His home was open to travelers and strangers.  Job 31:31-32.

l. He admitted when he had sinned, not like Adam.  Job 31:33.

m. He stood up to the crowd when they were wrong, even when they threatened him.  Job 31:34.

n. He did not deprive someone of their fair due.  Job 31:39-40.

Appendix B

Job, a Godly Example of a Man Concerned for the Spiritual Welfare of his Family

I. Job was a man who diligently provided for his family even well into the future. Even his daughters received part of his inheritance.  The inheritance usually went through the sons. Job 42:15.

II. Because of Job’s godly example, each child in his family came to establish a spiritual relationship with God.  How do we surmise that each of his original 10 children was saved?

a. At the end of Job’s trials everything thing was double except for his children.

i. Initially, Job had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred she asses.  The sheep were killed and the others carried away. Job 1:3.
ii. After Job’s trial, God gave Job fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand she asses.  Job 42:12.  All this is exactly double of what he had before. 

iii. Initially, Job had seven sons and three daughters.  All these died to begin Job’s trials. At the end of the trial, God gave Job only the same amount of children as he had before, seven sons and three daughters. Job 1:2; Job 42:13.

iv. Why did not God double his children?  Answer: He would have his children in heaven because all his children were saved, thus God did double his children (10 in heaven, 10 on earth). 

b. No doubt what led them to establish their own personal relationship was because they saw the great relationship Job had with God.  

i. Our children normally will not rise any higher than we are in our relationship with God.  Exodus 20:5.

ii. Job certainly evidenced before his children that he was not serving God for the pay, that his worship and service was truly genuine.  Although his children did not see the end result of the test sponsored by God and carried out by God, they must have been evidenced beforehand.   Job 1:9; 20-22.

iii. Job acknowledged sin in true repentance when he became aware of it.  Job 42:3-6.

iv. Job was willing to forgive those who had maligned and mistreated him.  Job 42:7-10.

III. Job did everything in his power to dedicate his sons and daughters to a life of holiness to God.  Job 1:4-5.

a. He was concerned about the spiritual welfare of his children even though they were grown. 

i. The family was very close-knit.  Every time they had a feast, the sons would meet together and call for their three sisters to join with them. Job 1:4

1. His sons were probably still young since they were not married.  They all had their own houses and were living on their own.  They probably helped their dad in the family business.  

2. The three sisters were probably not married and lived at home.  Unmarried daughters lived at home until they were married in that day.

3. Some say that “his day” refers to the annual birthdays of each son.

4. It may be that on each day of the week one son would be in charge of the meal.  Thus the family met together every day.

5. Job’s family was not characterized by family feuds over money or a host of other things. Harmony is a great evidence of a good spiritual relationship with God.  James 3:13-18; Galatians 5:22.

6. These feast days were characterized by good clean fun, food and fellowship.  The word “wine” (yayin) can refer to intoxicating beverage or at other times to nonintoxicating drink.  (Theological Workbook of the Old Testament). 

ii. When the feast days were finished (“when the days were gone about”-Job 1:5, probably for the week), Job would offer the number of sacrifices as he had sons.

1. Before the Levitical priesthood each father served as a “priest” for his own family. 

2. He was concerned that there might be a possibility that one of his sons may have cursed God in their hearts.  Job was very concerned about what they were on the inside.  Job 1:5.
3. He would even arise early in the morning to offer these sacrifices, even before his sons had a chance to sin.  Job 1:5.
4. Job sacrificed on these feast days continually. Job 1:5.
5. Today, fathers are the spiritual head of their families.  They must bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4.

IV. Job found it necessary to give a godly rebuke to his grieving wife.  Job 2:9, 10.

a. We have to remember that she lost her children, too.  She too had to live without income.

b. She probably was full of sympathy for all the pain Job was going through. 

c. It may be that for this reason, she encourages Job to curse God so that God would take Job’s life.  He then would be free from his misery.
d. Job was not calling her a foolish woman, but she was speaking like a foolish women.
i. If she was called a foolish woman, she no doubt would be unsaved.   Therefore, we believe she was saved.

ii. Satan was using his wife like he did Peter with Christ.  Perhaps this is the reason her life was spared.  She became part of the trial of Job.

Appendix  C

 Job’s Adversary, Satan

I. Satan was among the sons of God who came to present themselves before the Lord. Job 1:6.


a. God is always totally in charge of all the events and persons of the universe.  Satan must have permission to do what he does and must give account of what he does.

b. “Sons of God” probably refers to God’s angels.  They were created on the first day so that they could sing together when the foundations of the earth were fastened.   Job 38:6-7.
c. Angels were created to do God’s commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word. Psalm 103:20.
d. Satan was also created on the first day. He was …

i. The anointed cherub. Ezekiel 28:14. Thus he was one of the highest ranking angels.

ii. He was perfect in his ways from the day that he was created. Ezekiel 28:15.
iii. However, he failed God’s initial test of him and iniquity was found in him. Ezekiel 28:15.
iv. His sin was pride.  For he said in his heart, “I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God…I will be like the most High.” Isaiah 14:13-14.
v. Because of his sin, Satan does not make his abode in Heaven but has limited access to Heaven.  He will finally be cast out in the middle of the Tribulation along with his angels that sinned with him. Revelation 12:9.
vi. Graciously, God has delivered some sinning angels unto chains of darkness to be reserved unto judgment. II Peter 2:4.
II. Satan is our adversary walking about seeking whom he may devour. I Peter 5:8.
a. The word “Satan” means adversary.

b. Apparently all angels, both good and bad, have to report to God regularly on their activities. Job 1:6. The sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord. Job 1:6.
c. Satan, though a fallen “sons of God,” still must report to God.  He is not God’s equal.  He still must obey God.

d. When Satan presented himself, God asked him “Whence comest thou?” Job 1:7.
e. Satan said he had been going to and fro in the earth and walking up and down in it.

i. Satan is not omnipresent; therefore he must continually be looking for people he may devour.

ii. Satan’s activities are boundless and restless.  He carries out his activities world-wide.  

iii. However, Satan prowling is watched by God’s angelic servants (Zechariah 1:10; 6:7) and by God Himself. II Chronicles 16:9; Zechariah 4:10; Deuteronomy 23:14.
iv. Satan would have already known of Job’s righteous character.

III.  God asks Satan if he had considered His servant Job. Job 1:8.
a. God was telling Satan that Job was such a man of godly character that he would not depart from his faith.

b. God told Satan that Job was the greatest believer on the face of the earth.  This would appeal to Satan because if the greatest believer serves God out of selfish motives, then all do.  Satan would have won his case worldwide.

c. Satan basically responded that Job served God because God was taking care of Job.  He said, “Doth Job fear God for nought?”  Satan was saying that Job served God only for the pay. Job 1:9 He said that God had put a hedge about Job and his house and everything he owned. Job 1:10

d. He said that God had blessed the work of Job’s hands and therefore Job’s substance was increased. Job 1:10

i. God does not always bless materially his faithful servants.  Think of Paul and all the martyrs.  Hebrews 11

ii. God may have made Job prosperous for this very test.

e. Satan asserted that if God would take away Job’s pay that he would curse God to His face. Job 1:11.  Satan stated that Job would go beyond cursing God in his heart, but would curse God in “open defiance.” (Hartley, p 73). Job 1:5, 11.

f. He also was indirectly accusing God of paying for worship.  He was impugning God’s character, too.  Since God is omniscient, then he must know of Job’s hypocritical worship. Thus God is paying Job to bring hypocritical worship. “God is a conniver who buys the flattery of insincere people.” “This book is as much about God being on trial as it is about Job being tested.” (Talbert, p. 41).  

IV. God places into Satan’s hand everything that Job has. Job 1:12.  
a. God allows this in order to demonstrate to the “sons of God” God’s glorious wisdom and perfections to bring glory to Himself.  Ephesians 1:21; 3:10; I Peter 1:12; I Corinthians 4:9. Talbert, p. 43)
b. At this point, Satan is not granted permission to do anything to Job’s person. Job 1:12.  It is Satan’s hand that brought destruction on Job, but Satan realizes that he can only bring destruction of Job if God puts forth His hand.  Job 1:11, 12; 2:5, 6.  

i. Satan realizes that ultimately only God is responsible for everything that happens to us.  He must get God’s permission.  Satan had to get permission to sift Peter like wheat.  Luke 22:31-32.  If the disciples were not immune, neither are we.
ii. Job believed all along that his suffering was from the hand of God. Job 12:9-10.

iii. Even after all of Job’s sufferings are over, his acquaintances comfort him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him.  Job 42:11.

iv. God Himself states that He was moved to destroy Job. Job 2:3.

c. Satan goes forth from the presence of the Lord to work his destruction on Job. Job 1:12.
d. Satan caused the blow to fall all on one day with great swiftness.

i. He wanted Job to get the impression that this could not possibly be a coincidence.

ii. Satan caused the Sabeans to take away all of Job’s oxen and asses and take his servants captive.  He lost his means of producing crops. Job 1:14-15.
iii. On that same day, Satan caused the fire of God to burn his sheep and his servants. He lost the potential income from wool and meat, plus he had no resources for making clothes or sacrificing himself. Job 1:16.
iv. Satan caused the Chaldeans to carry away Job’s camels and to slay Job’s servants. He lost his transportation to take his crops to market. Job 1:17.
v. While Job’s sons and daughters were eating and drinking in the eldest son’s house, Satan caused a great wind to destroy the house and everyone in it. Job 1:18-19.

vi. This would have been the very day Job was offering sacrificing in behalf of his sons and daughters.

vii. Thus we can see that Satan has considerable control over the minds of men causing the Sabeans and Chaldeans to steal and kill and over nature to cause an electrical fire and windstorm.

e. Thus, in one day, all of Job’s wealth is gone except for a few servants and his own house.  His family has all died except for his wife.

1. Job passes the first test with flying colors. Job 1:20-22. The second is yet to come. In this second meeting, after Job had lost his wealth and family, God claims the victory. Job still holds fast his integrity.  Job 2:3c. Devotion is possible without expecting something in return. The victory came even though Satan had moved God against Job without cause.  Job 2:3
a. Hold fast means to “seize, grip firmly, and cling to.” (Talbert, p. 58). When Job was experiencing extreme suffering, he stated that he would not abandon his faith. Job 27:6-“my righteousness I hold fast and will not let go.”

b. God stated that Job was “whole-hearted in his commitment to the person and requirements of God.” (Talbert, 59).  Meaning of integrity

c. The words, “for nought” used by Satan in Job 1:9 and “without cause” in Job 2:3 are the exact same words.

d. Satan said Job served God for a reason (or not without reason).  God proved that Satan’s charge was unfounded (without reason).

Satan Proposes a Second Test

1. THE ACCUSATION:  Satan makes the accusation that the reason Job passed the test is because “skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life.” Job 2:4

a. In one sense, skin represented property because men bartered with the skins of animals.

b. So Satan was saying that Job was still going to worship and serve God because God was still preserving Job’s own personal welfare.  

c. Job had, in a sense, traded his property and the lives of his own family (their skin) as long as his own welfare was preserved.

d. Satan felt that Job’s own health was more important to him than anything else. Instead of admitting Job’s sterling response at the end of the first trial which vindicated God’s assertion that Job is not worshiping God out of selfishness, Satan accuses Job of more selfishness than before.  Job would sacrifice his own family as long as his personal welfare was preserved.

2.  THE PROPOSAL:  Satan was asking permission from God to touch Job’s own bone and his flesh. Job 2:5a. However, God does not give him permission to take his life.
3. THE TRIAL:  Satan smote Job with sore boils (used on one of Ten Plagues of Egypt, Ex.9:8-11 and of Hezekiah’s illness, II Kings 20:7) from the sole of his foot unto his crown. Job 2:7.  
a. Several types of diseases have been mentioned that might fit the description of this disease in the book of Job.
i. Some say it is similar to black leprosy commonly called “elephantiasis.”
ii. Some say it is smallpox.

iii. Some say it is “Pemphigus Foliaceus.”

b.  Probably, Satan was able to bring a disease completely unique to Job.  We get an idea of the severity of the disease from its description throughout the book. 
c. Even Job’s wife becomes a tool of Satan when she exhorts Job to curse God and give up the integrity of his faith. She believed that if Job would commit a willful act of blasphemy, he would get relief from his misery because God would instantaneously take his life. Job 2:9.
i. Perhaps this is the reason Satan left her in the first place.  She became one more trial for Job.  She should have been comforting him in his time of trial.

ii. Job accused her of speaking like a foolish woman. Job 2:10.

1.  He was not accusing her of lacking intelligence, but of moral and spiritual folly. This is not the only time or the last time when Christians receive friendly fire.  Peter did it to the Lord. Mt. 16:23.  
2. Apparently, this is not normal for her to say these sorts of things. But remember she also had experienced the loss of family and possessions.

3. She reacted just like Satan said Job would. 

4. THE VICTORY FOR GOD: 

a. Job understands that since we receive good at the hand of God, we can also receive evil. Job 2:10

b. Once again Job did not sin with his lips. Job 1:10. Satan had lost round 2.

Appendix D
Is God Involved in Everything that Happens to You?

(Two books were especially helpful in this lesson, much is quoted from these books: Not By Chance by Layton Talbert and Trusting God Even When Life Hurts by Jerry Bridges)
Introduction:

1. Rabbi Harold Kushner’s book, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, says that Job must choose between a good God who is not totally powerful or a powerful God who is not totally good. 

2. Kushner says, “God wants the righteous to live peaceful, happy lives but sometimes even He can’t bring that about.  It is too difficult even for God to keep cruelty and chaos from claiming innocent victims.”

3. The popular notion of God’s providence:

a. Attributes the good things to God, but not the bad things.  Eccl. 7:14; Is. 45:7. Satan and evil men are the ones responsible for the bad things. 

b. God is just an interested spectator most of the time, yet intervenes some of the time.  We are subject to fate.

c. We are subject to unfortunate circumstances or wicked people.  We are the victims of fate or chance.  Kushner consider that insurance companies take the name of God in vain when they consider earthquakes or tornadoes or other natural disasters as “acts of God.” To him, these are simply acts of nature, and nature is morally blind.

4. Yet, the Bible teaches that God is both good and sovereign.  

J.I. Packer states that the providence of God means, “The unceasing activity of the Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill, He upholds His creatures in ordered existence, guides and governs all events, circumstances, and free acts of angels and men and directs everything to its appointed goal, for His own glory.”

I. Was it God’s hand or Satan’s hand that brought “evil” to Job?  Job 1:11, 12.

a. Some only attribute the “natural” disasters to God, like the “fire from Heaven, a great storm of wind, physical disease.”  

b. Some attribute the suffering that is due to sin as coming from Satan, like the murdering of his servants and stealing of his property. 

c. But even Job’s acquaintances attribute the “evil” to the Lord in the end.  Job 42:11.

d. “God is the ultimate cause of every moral right (for no moral right can originate from fallen man) but the cause of no moral wrong (for no moral wrong can originate from an unchangeably holy God). Yet He sovereignly controls and orchestrates both to accomplish His purposes.”  (Talbert, p. 147).

II. God did not create and walk away.  He is upholding His Creation every minute of the day.  Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17. Our every breath comes from God.  Job 12:10; 27:3; Daniel 5:23; Acts 17:24-25.

III. Our times are in His hand. Ps. 31:15; Mt. 10:29.

IV. He provides for His creation. Ps. 147:8-9; Neh. 9:6; Acts 17:25-28.

V. Satan has to get permission from God to touch God’s people. Job 1:12; 2:6; Luke 22:31-32.

VI. God governs in the affairs of men. 

a. He made you the way you are.  Psalm 119:73.

i. Whether your sight is good or you are even blind. John 9:3

ii. God made the handicapped. Exodus 4:11.  The blessing of the handicapped is this…

1. An intellectual person many times depends on his intellect.

2. A person of great personality depends on his great personality.

3. A person who is eloquent can depend on his great speaking ability.

4. But a person who is handicapped many times turns to the Lord and gains his intellect, personality, and eloquence and ends up having the power of God.  Jesus said, “Without me, ye can do nothing.”

5. Paul, because of the abundance of revelations, was given a thorn in the flesh.  II Corinthians 12:7.  Even though he pleaded with God to take away the thorn, God left it so he would trust in God’s strength.

iii. Every person, whether handicapped or not, is fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:13.

iv. George McDonald said, “I would rather be what God chose to make me than the most glorious creature that I could think of, for to have been thought about, born to God’s thoughts, and then made by God, is the dearest, grandest, and most precious thing in all thinking.”

v. James Hufstetter  said, “You will never really enjoy other people, you will never have stable emotions, you will never lead a life of godly contentment, you will never conquer jealousy and love others as you should until you thank God for making you the way He did.

b. God has a plan for you. Jeremiah 1:5.

c. He is the ruler over all things. I Chron. 29:12; I Timothy 6:15.

d. Every event is under His control. Lamentations 3:27; Daniel 4:17, 35; Proverbs 16:9; 19:21; 21:30; Eccl. 7:13; James 4:13-15; Rev. 3:7. Illustrations: coronation of Prince Edward postponed. Book of Esther.

e. No man can thwart God’s plan.  Ps. 115:3; Is. 14:27; 43:13; 46:10; Eph. 1:10

f. How then does God relate to the sinful acts of free men.  (Talbert, Not By Chance, p. 147)

i. He prevents them at times.  Genesis 20:6.

ii. He permits them.  Psalm 81:12-13.  

1. All God has to do is remove His restraint from sin (conscience, government, Holy Spirit), and our sinful nature kicks into high gear. James 1:14-15; Genesis 8:21.  In this sense he moves sin but never tempts to sin.  II Samuel 24:1

2. Satan then can work his havoc.  I Chronicles 21:1.

iii. He directs them.  Genesis 50:20.

iv. He limits them.  Psalm 124:1-3.

Conclusion:

1. God has a plan for you. Eph. 2:10; Rom. 8:28-29; Gen. 45:8.  Example of Ruth.

2. God gives grace to go through the “bad.” II Cor. 12:9

3. We must accept His will for our lives.  Mt. 26:39.

Appendix E

The Health and Wealth Gospel

Also called the “Prosperity Gospel,” “Name It, Claim It,” “Blab It, Grab It”

Why do we worship and serve God.  The “Health and Wealth Gospel” is built on the premise that if you will worship God, He will guarantee health and wealth.

I. Some verses used to support their premise.

a. Deuteronomy 8:18-God “giveth thee power to get wealth.”

b. II Corinthians 8:9-“Ye through His poverty might be rich.”

c. III John 2-“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”

d. John 10:10-the abundant life.

e. Malachi 3:10-we tithe; God opens the windows of Heaven.

II. Usually the TV preachers preach a “seed faith” message.  They claim it works like this:

a. You give (sow) to them (supposedly to the Lord’s work) $10, and you will receive (reap) at least $100.  Give a $100, receive $1000.

b. You will see your business really prosper.

c. You will see your dreams come to pass.

The Dangers of Health and Wealth Gospel:

I. If a person is not healthy, there is only one conclusion a person can come to-they are out of God’s favour by their sin. 

II. If a person is not wealthy, there is only one conclusion a person can come to-they are not walking with God.

III. Many people worship God to prevent bad things from happening to them or to get good results.  When that does not happen, they abandon God or as Satan insinuates, they will curse God.  Job 1:11.

IV. They are treating God like a celestial ATM or Santa Claus.  God is a means to an end: wealth and health.

V. Donnie Swaggert, a notable Pentecostal preacher stated, “The modern-day greed gospel is one of the worst cancerous blights on the present-day church.  It is evil, it is a cancer and it leads to covetousness, and it leads to destruction.  There is no difference between the evil of that message and the evil of Las Vegas, Atlantic City, or any other place of gambling.”

VI.  Satan had made this insinuation-believers serve God only for what they can get out of it. The “health and wealth” gospel is very similar.  Job 1:9.

Why is the “Health and Wealth Gospel” unbiblical? What does the Bible really say is the motive for service and worship?  What must every Christian pursue as the primary focus of their life?  

I. The verses they use in support of this belief are misused. 

a. Deuteronomy 8:18 is under the Old Testament Law.   We are not under the Old Testament economy of the law of blessing and cursing as found in Deuteronomy 28-29.  

i. God promised to Israel blessings if they followed God.

ii. God also promised cursings if they disobeyed.

iii. This was the rule of life for Israel.  

iv. The New Testament believer is “not under Law” as a rule of life.  We are “under grace.”  The motive for our obedience is God’s grace already bestowed on us.

b. The riches in II Corinthians 8:9 refer to spiritual riches.    Many times in Paul’s life he suffered poverty and poor health. 
c. III John 2 is a sincere desire, but it will come from the hand of a gracious God, independent of our status (good or bad) before Him. It is not automatic or guaranteed. 

d. John  10:10 is referring to abundant spiritual life because in chapter 16 verses 18ff, Christ talks of great suffering that will be the lot of every Christian.  

e. Malachi is a promise under the Old Testament Covenant.  We now are blessed spiritually by giving that is motivated by God’s love and grace to us.  

i. The churches of Macedonia were in great trial of affliction and deep poverty (II Corinthians 8:2), yet they were experiencing great joy.

ii. Paul mentions the spiritual blessings as including “fruits of righteousness.” I Corinthians 9:10.
II. The Book of Job tells us the true motive for worship-God alone.  God is not a means to an end.  He is the end.

a. Job is living proof that there are some believers in this world who worship God just because God is God and nothing else (“for nought”).

b. Since Job chose to follow God even while going through unexplainable affliction, he demonstrated the integrity of his faith.  This is real worship and service. 

c. Even the reason Job despaired of life was because he thought he had lost his relationship with God, not because of the loss of health.  Job 3. 

III. Our Lord calls us to be more concerned with giving than getting.  Acts 20:33-35.

IV. God has warned us that our Christian life will be filled with much suffering. Psalm 34:19; John 15:18; I Thessalonians 3:3; II Timothy 3:12; I Peter 2:21; 4:12.  If perchance God so graciously gives material blessings or good health, thank the Lord.  But if he brings trials, also thank Him and rejoice. I Peter 4:13, 14.

V. Those of corrupt minds are the ones thinking that godliness is the means for material gain.  I Timothy 6:5, 9-11.

VI. Christ set the example by not pursuing riches.  Matthew 8:20. 

a. The Bible warns of having wealth at the forefront of our desires. I Timothy 3:3; Hebrews 13:5; Luke 12:15.

b. It is impossible to have both wealth as our pursuit and God as our pursuit.  Matthew 6:24.

Appendix F

Job and his Suffering

1. Three men provide us with a great example of patience of men who have gone through suffering; Jesus, Paul and Job.

a. The suffering of Jesus.

i. The physical suffering on the Cross had been experienced by a lot of other men while Rome ruled the world.  However, the way He went through suffering is an encouragement when suffering comes our way.

1. Hebrews 12:3-4-

2. I Peter 2:21-

ii. We must remember that His spiritual suffering was of an infinite nature as He was punished by the Father for the sins of the whole world.

b. The suffering of Paul.  II Corinthians 11:23-27.

2. When we go through suffering, we need to remember Job and realize that we do not have it as rough as Job.  Others have had worse suffering and made it through.

a. God allowed Satan to destroy Job’s business-Job 1:13-17.

i. Many people have lost their businesses, but most have not lost in all in one day.  Satan did all he was allowed to do with haste.

ii. Satan destroyed his income from wool and meat, his 7000 sheep.  There was no hope of finding his sheep, for they were all burned up. Job 1:16.

iii. Satan destroyed his transportation system, his 3000 camels.

iv. Satan destroyed his way to plow the fields, his 500 yoke of oxen and 500 she asses.

v. Satan destroyed all but 4 of his trusted employees.  There was no hope of recovering his servants for they were all murdered.

vi. Satan wanted these messengers of bad news to come one after another so that he realized it could not have been by coincidence; someone was orchestrating Job’s disasters. 

1. One messenger even told Job it was the “fire of God.”  Job 1:16.

2. Job would be led to believe that God was the one orchestrating all these disasters.  Of course Job knew that ultimately God was involved in any thing that happened to him.  Job 1:21.

vii. Satan wanted all this to happen on the very day that he would be offering up burnt offerings for his sons.  All his children were eating and drinking in his eldest’s son’s house.  Job 1:13; 4.

viii. Job was now flat broke with no means of income.

b. God allowed Satan to murder Job’s children.  Job 1:18-19.

i. The great storm came without warning.  “And, behold”  

ii. All his sons and daughters were in the eldest’s son’s house.

iii. All his children died in one day. 

3. Job’s response should be our response after suffering in any way.  Job 1:20-21

a. Multitudes have turned their back on the Lord after experiencing far less trials.  When unexplainable suffering comes, will you stand true to God?  

b. In his grief, he arose and rent his mantle and shaved his head. Job 1:20.  He must have wept many a time, too.  Job 16:16, 20; 30:31.  Faith does not exclude tears. 

c. But he also fell down and worshipped.  Job 1:20

i. He realized that he had nothing when he came into this world. He said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb.”

ii. He also realized that he will have no material blessings when he leaves this world. He said, “Naked shall I return thither.” Job 1:21

iii. He realized that if God has blessed, God has the right to take away His blessings. 

1. He did not think like some that God is responsible for the good, but Satan is responsible for the bad.

2. It was the Lord that gave and the Lord that had taken away. Job 1:21; Ecclesiastes 5:15; I Timothy 6:7. How does man deny this reality?

3. In no way do we deserve God’s blessing, so we have no right to complain when we do not have those things. 

4. He then worshipped the Lord by saying, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job 1:21

d. Job spoke the very word that Satan said he would, only he used it to bless God rather than curse God.  The word barak can mean either to curse or bless depending on the context. The word barak used by Satan in Job 1:11 is translated “curse,” but is translated “blessing” in Job 1:10. 

e. In all this, Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. Job 1:22.  
4. Satan’s response was that the suffering did not personally affect him.  Satan wants him to suffer physically.

a. Satan’s reasoning was that Job would bargain his skin off for the skin of others, even his own children. Job 2:4.

b. God allowed Satan to take his physical health, but had to save his life.  Job 2:6.

c. Satan immediately smote Job with very painful boils that covered his entire body.  Job 2:7.

i. To somewhat relieve his pain, Job scraped himself with a piece of pottery. Job 2:8.

ii. He had to live where the citizens of the city threw their ashes and broken pottery, perhaps apart from people because of the contagiousness of the disease. Job 2:7-8

iii. His face was so distorted that his friends “knew him not.” Job 2:12
iv. These boils were open festering worms. Job 7:5 (Talbert, p. 67)

v. His skin was broken and loathsome. Job 7:5.

vi. He apparently had trouble breathing. Job 9:18

vii. He was literally skin and bones. Job 17:7; 19:20.

viii. His breath became strange to his wife. Job 17:1; 19:17. It was so bad that she did not want to get close.
ix. His bone clung to his skin. Job 19:20; 33:21.
x. His bones are pierced in the night season. Job 30:17.
xi. He could get no good rest even at night.  Job 30:17.
xii. His bowels boiled and rested not. Job 30:27.
xiii. His bones became hot with fever. Job 30:30.

xiv. His skin would also become black from hardened scabs. Job 30:30.
xv. He has pain upon his bed, and his bones experience strong pain. Job 33:19; 13:14. 

xvi. This disease lasted for several months. Job wished for the days past when God had preserved him. Job 29:2; 7:3.
5. Once he was respected of the respected, he is now held in contempt by the contemptible.

a. The younger had him in derision. These are so contemptible that Job would not even allow their fathers to be set with his dogs. Job 30:1.

b. These are one who had been driven forth from among men.  Job 30:5.

c. They were children of fools. Job 30:8.

d. Strange, now they abhor him and … spit in his face. Job 30:10.

e. They had physically abused him.  They would push away his feet and … mar his path and set forth his calamity.  Job 30:12-13.

6. Some evaluate suffering as God’s hatred toward us. 

a. James summarizes Job’s suffering and the end result as the Lord’s compassions and mercies. James 5:11.

b. Jeremiah says that God does not afflict from His heart. Lamentations 3:33. 

Appendix G
Well-Meaning, but Miserable Comforters

Job 2:11-13

I. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar came with the right motive of comforting Job. Originally, they did well in their comfort.

a. They were truly Job’s friends.  The Bible says so. Job 2:11.  Others forsook him and some scorned him (his brothers, his acquaintances, his kinsfolk, his servants, young children even his wife).  Job 19:13-19.  

b. They came with the express purpose to mourn with him and to comfort him.  They are not the ones relating to us their purpose.  The author of Job relates this fact. They had not originally come to reproach him.  Job 2:11.  The author shapes our understanding of events and people. 

c. They sacrificed time and expense to travel a great distance from their homes.  Job 2:11.
i. Eliphaz was a Temanite. Job 2:11. Teman is in the vicinity of Bozrah, at one time the capital of Idumea. Amos 1:12.
ii. Bildad was a Shuhite. The location of the Shuhites is unknown, but is probably in the same area since they had made an appointment together to come to see Job.  Job 2:11.
iii. Zophar was a Naamathite. Job 2:11. Naamah was probably in or near the Ghor or valley which extends from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akaba.  Joshua 15:41.

d.  Much of their counsel was consistent with the Scripture.

i. The New Testament even treats some of their words as Scripture. 
1. Compare Job 5:13 with I Corinthians 3:19.

2. Compare Job 5:17 with Hebrews 12:5.

ii. They are orthodox in their beliefs.

1. They believe in one God.

2. They believe in an all-powerful God.

3. They believe God is just.  

4. They believe that God brings back into favor the repentant sinner.  Job 5:18.


e. They had some of the same actions of mourning that Job had and the typical actions of mourning as the society in that day and even in the East today.

i. They lifted up their voice and wept. Job 2:12.  This is a common way in the Scriptures to denote grief.  Gen. 27:38; 29:11; Judg. 2:4; Ruth 1:9; 1 Sam. 24:16.
ii. Job had rent his mantle.  Job 1:20.  They rent their mantles. Job 2:12.
iii. After the second trial, he sat down among the ashes. Job 2:8. They sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.  Job 2:12; Lam. 2:10; Neh. 9:1; 1 Sam. 4:12; Josh. 7:6; Ezek. 27:30.
iv. They mourned for him seven days and seven nights.  Job 2:13.  Seven days is the typical time period of mourning.  Genesis 50:10; I Samuel 31:13.

f. Because they saw that his grief was great, they sat down with him upon the ground...and none spake a word. Job 2:13. The wrong approach is to avoid people going through affliction because we do not know what to say. Psalm 142:4.

i. Perhaps Job had already experienced months of suffering.

ii. Although they probably could not think of any words of hope and comfort, sometimes this is the best comfort a Christian can give to another Christian-being with him as he is going through suffering.

g. Though they dished out verbal abuse to Job, they stuck around with Job even though he dished out verbal abuse of his own.  

II. However, Satan was using even Job’s three friends to further tempt Job to curse God to His face.  

a. Unwittingly, believers have been used by the Devil.

i. When Peter objected to Christ going to the Cross, Jesus said, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Matthew 16:23.
ii. Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:3.
b. They were appalled by what they saw.  Disease had so taken hold of Job’s body that they knew him not.  Job 2:12.
c. Instead of bringing word of comfort, his friends spent most of their time rebuking and discouraging Job. 

i. They could only see sin as the reason for Job’s suffering.  Eliphaz, as the first spokesman, said, “Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent?”  Job 4:7.  He said also that they that plow inquity and sow wickedness, reap the same. Job 4:8. It is true that…

1. Sometimes God brings chastisement for sin even into a Christian’s life.  Hebrews 12:5-11; Lamentations 3:21-38, 40ff. 

2. Sometimes God allows punishment for our sins. I Peter 3:17; 4:15.

ii. They exhorted Job to return to the Almighty, and he would be built up. Job 22:23-25.
iii. They failed to realize that sometimes there is no connection between a person’s suffering and personal sin.

1. Sometimes we suffer because of the curse brought on the human race due to Adam’s sin. (e.g., pains of childbirth).

2. Sometimes unbelievers persecute believers.  God permits this to accomplish His purposes. I Peter 2:18-23; 3:13-17; 4:14, 19.

3. God can also bring suffering for:

a. To bring about spiritual maturity.  “That we may be perfect, and entire, wanting nothing.” James 1:4

b. To bring about wisdom that relates truth to experience. If we lack wisdom, we can ask of God that giveth to all men liberally.  James 1:5

c. To produce humility. Our trials cause the brother of low degree to rejoice, but cause the rich to be made low.  James 1:9-10.
d. To bring us an opportunity for rewards. “For when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life.” James 1:12.
e. To provide opportunity to witness for Christ. “If ye suffer for righteousness sake…be ready to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you.” I Peter 3:14-15.
f. To learn that whatever state we are in, to be content.  Philippians 4:11-12.
g. To more effectively help others go through suffering. “That we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble.” II Corinthians 1:4.
h. To manifest the character of Christ in our life. II Corinthians 4:8-11

i. The Bible speaks of other reasons-learning obedience to the will of God (Hebrews 5:8), to demonstrate the power of God (John 9:2), to prove the genuineness of our faith and to learn more about our God. (Job, I Peter 1:6-8).

iv. Job bemoaned their type of counsel in Job 6:14 when he said, “To him that is afflicted, pity should be shewed from his friends...my brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook.” Job 6:14-15.
v. He called them all miserable comforters.  Job 16:2.  Job said if they were suffering the same thing as him, he would strengthen them with his mouth and asswage their grief. Job 16:5.
vi. He said they vexed his soul and broke him in pieces reproached with their words.   They reproached him 10 times. Job 19:2-3.
vii. He begged them to hear diligently his words…and suffer him to speak.  Job 21:2-3.
viii. They could not comfort him because in their answers remained falsehood. Job 21:34.
ix. How can we improve our counsel to people who are going through suffering?

d. Layton Talbert has written some helpful advice for comforters. (Talbert, pg.69-71).
i. Be with them. Psalm 142:4.

ii. Be attentive to background sufferers.  Job’s wife also lost all her children and belongings. 

iii. Be sympathetic without attaching a reason for their suffering.  Romans 12:15.
iv. Be available to bear a man’s burden that is too heavy for him alone. Galatians 6:2.

v. Be sensitive to their privacy and desire to be alone. Jeremiah 15:15-18; Lamentations 3:25-28).

vi. Be prayerful as if you were experiencing their suffering. Hebrews 13:3.

vii. Be patient. I Thessalonians 5:14; James 1:4.

viii. Be scriptural by presenting the broad teaching on suffering.  

e. Unfortunately Job’s friends strayed farther and farther from their noble goal-to comfort Job.  

i. Because Job did not admit sin, they became increasingly stern.

ii. They even started to invent sins hoping to hit the sin Job had committed.

iii. They would stray from reality to an idealized world of prosperous “saints and destitute sinners, brushing aside all contrary examples.” (Kidner, 60).

Appendix H
The Bitterness of Job

Introduction:

1. In chapters 1, Job lost all his children and possessions, yet we find he still fell down and worshipped. Job 1:20.
2. In chapter 2, Job was stricken with a severe disease that lasted for months.  His wife advised him to “curse God and die.” Job 2:9.  However, Job corrected her and said, “What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?”  In all this did not Job sin with his lips.  Job 2:10. 
I. Though Job did not curse God to His face, he wished he was dead.

a. What was the ultimate reason for the lamenting of Job? Job 27:2.

i. Was he bitter against God for bringing this affliction?   Only because he believed that the affliction was underserved (Job 19:7), since he did not sin to such extent to deserve this type of affliction. Job 6:4; 19:7.
ii. For some unexplainable way, he felt God had become his enemy. Job 13:24.  Actually this speaks well of Job’s faith.

1. Job could not live without God’s fellowship.

2. Job placed a high value on God’s favor.  

3. To him, to die is better than to live without God.

4. Not: I wish I was never born because this hurts so much; but I wish I was never born if I have to live without God.

5. God’s posture to him has changed.  At least the circumstances point that way.
b. Job cursed his day.  Job 3:1.
i. This is a different word than what Satan said Job would do and that is to curse God. Also, Job did not direct his curse toward God but his birthday. Job 2:5.

ii.  Job 3:1. He wished he had not been born.  He said, “Let the day perish wherein I was born.” Job 3:3.  In some miraculous way, he wished that the calendar day upon which he was born could be wiped away. A curse similar to Job’s is pronounced by Jeremiah.  Jeremiah 20:14-18. (Hartley, p. 88).
c. He backed up even farther and wished that he as a man child was never conceived. Job 3:3.  How is this a good verse to support personhood starts at conception?

d. If he had been born, he wished that he had died from the womb. Job 1:11.
i. Dying at birth would have been preferable because he would have lain still and been quiet. He would have slept and been at rest. Job 1:13.
ii. When dead, the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary be at rest. Job 1:17.
e. He now wishes that he could die. He asked why light is given to him that is in misery and life unto the bitter in soul, which long for death, but it cometh not.  Job 3:20-21.
f. He would even choose strangling and death rather than life. Job 7:15.
g. Job was not contemplating suicide. He knew that was wrong. Why should a person not contemplate suicide?

i. Suicide does not end it all. 
1. The unsaved will end up in torments.  They also remember. Luke 16:25.
2. The activities of life will also be reviewed at the Great White Throne. Revelation 20:11-15.
ii. Suicide destroys God’s property. God has made us and not we ourselves.  We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. Psalm 100:3.  This is not just speaking to Israel, for David commands that we make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands. Psalm 100:1. See also Psalm 24:1. 

iii. The Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  We are not our own for we are bought with a price.  We therefore must glorify God in our body and in our spirit which are God’s. I Corinthians 6:19-20.
iv. Suicide is a violation of one of the Ten Commandments which says “Thou shalt not kill.” Exodus 20:13 Only God has the power to give life and to take life.  We become self-sovereign when we enter into His realms.  We thus break the First Commandment which says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:3.  God has appointed a time for our death.  Job 7:1 says, “Is there not an appointed time to man upon the earth?”   Hebrews 9:27 says, “It is appointed unto men once to die.”

v. We are yielding to the temptations of the devil who is a thief who comes to steal and to kill and to destroy. Christ has come to give us life and that we might have it more abundantly. John 10:10.
vi. Suicide says that God and His Word are insufficient to handle any situation that comes up in our life.

1. We can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us. Philippians 4:13.
2. We can come boldly unto the Throne of Grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:17.
vii. Suicide has a devastating effect on one’s loved ones. 

viii. There are times when the saints desired death, but they knew that suicide was no option. (e.g., Moses-Numbers 11:14-15; Elijah-I Kings 19:4; Jonah-Jonah 4:3, 8).

II. Though Job did not curse God to His face, he became very bitter.  Job 7:11; 9:18; 10:1; 13:24; 23:1, 2; 27:2.

a. He spoke in the bitterness of his spirit.  He complained in the bitterness of his soul.  Job 7:11; 9:18, 10:1; 23:1, 2.
b. His soul was weary of life. Job 10:1.
c. He said that the Almighty had vexed his soul. Job 27:2.
III. What was the root cause of his bitterness?  His terrible disease or wrong theology?  For months Job was searching for moral order in the Universe.  He could not figure out why these things were happening to him when he did not deserve it.  He only came to a place of peace when he had a realignment of his theology with God’s.

a. Both Job and his three friends held to the same theology, the doctrine of automatic and immediate retribution for bad deeds.  They believed blessings are always automatic for good people, and God always dishes out bad things for bad people.

i. Therefore Job’s friends believed he must have done something terribly wrong to deserve this treatment from God.

ii. Job believed the same way, but he knew he had done nothing wrong to deserve this treatment. In Job 29-31, Job describes his innocence and points out the inadequacies of his friends’ accusations. Therefore he became bitter, thinking God was being unfair.

b. Job simply needed to come to the place where he would trust God to run His Universe.  God brings him to this correct understanding by asking Job more than 70 unanswerable questions.  God was showing Job that He had enough wisdom to run this Universe.

c. How would some modern-day Job’s react today?

Appendix I
Step into the Shoes of a Sufferer

Job 6-7

Introduction:  After Eliphaz has thoroughly raked Job over the coals for his “impatient” outburst and accused him of “plowing iniquity,” Job answers that they have not stepped into his shoes as a sufferer. For if they had thoroughly understood his grief, their words may not have been so harsh.  How can we be gentler in words, attitudes and actions towards those who are going through grievous times?

I. Understand their pain.  Job 6:1-6. To Job, this was far beyond chastening as suggested by Eliphaz. Job 5:17. Job wished that his grief were thoroughly weighed and that his calamity were laid in the balances together.  They would find that his afflictions were heavier than the sand of the sea. Job 6:2-3.  If they really understand his pain, they would be sympathetic with…

a. Why his words were swallowed up. Job 6:3.  In other words, why his words were really nothing when compared to his suffering. Most of the time, a person’s grief is deeper than his words. He cannot adequately express his grief. Why should we remember this when we go to comfort someone?  However, we need to be careful; sometimes a person’s words are greater than his suffering. When is this true?

b. Why he felt that the terrors of God do set themselves in array against him, and the poisoned arrows of the Almighty were drinking up his spirit.  Job 6:4. He thought God was against him.

i. Job felt that God had set a constant watch over him. Job 7:12.
ii. He could not find any comfort in bed because he thought it was God who was scaring him with dreams and terrifying him with visions. Job 7:13-14.
c. Understand that what a person thinks he knows of God and what is happening to him do not always coincide. 

i. He could not understand why God would magnify man so much as to spend so much time and effort bringing him afflictions.  Job 7:17.
ii. He could not understand why God did not just pardon his trangression and take away his iniquity.  Job 7:21.
iii.  He needs to reexamine the Scriptures to change his views of God.  How will this help us in comforting someone?

d. Why his complaints should tell them what he is going through.  

i. Job argues that the reason a wild ass brays is because he has no grass. (Job 6:5)

ii. Job gives the example of unsavoury food.  It cannot be eaten without salt.  In other words, just as salt and tasteless food go together, Job argues that his complaints and afflictions go together.  Job 6:6. 

e. Why his life is consumed with afflictions. Normally, his soul would refuse to eat loathsome food, but the only thing left to eat in his life is sorrowful meat.  Job 6:7.
II. Understand they have no hope for the future but death.
Job 6:8-10.
a. What was Job’s request? He longed for death. Job 3:21.

i. He wished that God would grant the thing he longed for. Job 6:8.
ii. As we mentioned last week, he was not contemplating suicide, but he wished that it would please God to finish the job he had begun and destroy him. Job 6:9.
1. To “loose” refers to setting prisoners free. Job 6:9.
2. To “cut me off” refers to a weaver cutting thread. Job 6:9. 

b. He thought that only in death would he have comfort.   If he knew he was going to die soon, he would harden himself in sorrow.  He could bare a little more pain if he knew it was not going to be too long. Job 6:10.
c. Realize that even when they are having such thoughts of death, they still have not concealed the words of the Holy One.  In other words, they have not kept private their attachment to God and His cause.  Job 6:10. 

III. Understand they have no strength in themselves to endure their suffering. Job 6:11-23.
a. If Job had strength, he would still have hope and would wish to prolong his life.  Job 6:11.
b. To endure these afflictions, he would have to have the strength of stones and flesh as brass. Job 6:12.
c. He really had no help or resources in himself to endure. Literally, his wisdom was driven quite from him. Job 6:13.
d. Therefore, his friends should have showed pity to Job. Job 6:14.  His friends were as deceitful as a brook that promises water because of all the ice and snow buildup in the winter, but when the hot summer arrives the brook has dried up. Job 6:15.
e. Perhaps the reason they offered no sympathy was because they saw his casting down, and were afraid.  Job 6:21.  What fears might we have in helping someone going through afflictions? Job did not understand their fear of getting involved, for he had asked from them nothing.  He did not say, “Bring unto me…?” Job 6:22.
IV. Understand that honest words help even though they might be painful.  Job 6:24-30.
a. Job asked his friends to teach him, and he would hold his tongue. Job 6:24.
b. Right words are the one that are forcible. Job 6:25.
c. They should have been evident to them if he was a liar and was concealing some secret sin.   Job 6:28.
V. Understand that though they know life is brief, it will end; strangely, they also believe that their suffering will never end or become any less.  Job 7.
a. Even a servant gets a little relief when the shadows fall. Job had already experienced months of vanity and wearisome nights. Job 7:2-3.
b. He felt that God did not leave him alone long enough to swallow down his spittle. Job 7:19.
Appendix J

Elihu, the Messenger of God

Introduction:

1. Now the conversations between Job and his 3 friends were ended.  Job’s friends had no more to say to him and Job had no more to say to them. Job 31:40.

2. A summary of Job’s arguments would run like this:

a. I am innocent of any secret, unconfessed sin.  Elihu is in complete agreement with Job on this point.  The suffering was not due to sin.

b. Therefore God has been unjust in bringing suffering to him. 

c. He pleads for a mediator, one who would present his case before 
God and win.  God was too wise and powerful for him.  He wouldn’t stand a chance.

3. Now enters Elihu…

a. Elihu says he is fulfilling Job’s wish for a mediator.  Job 33:6; 9:33.

i. He would speak in behalf of God.  Job 36:2.

ii. Elihu is a man. He understood the limitations of man.  He would be sensitive.  Job 33:6. He was formed out of the clay, just like all men.

b. Elihu gives several reasons why Job and his friends should listen to him.

i. He had the wisdom of God. 

1. Just because a person is older does not make him wiser.  Job 32:9.

2. Only a quality relationship with the Almighty brings understanding. Job 32:8.

ii. He would not repeat the arguments of Job’s three friends because their arguments were worthless. Job 32:14-17.

iii. He had plenty of fresh arguments for Job that he was eager to relate. Job 32:18-19.

iv. He would be impartial. Job 32:21.

v. He will not speak with flattering words.  Job 32:22.

vi. He knows that he is accountable to God for what he says. Job 32:22.

vii. He speaks with integrity.  Job 33:3.

viii. He will speak clearly. Job 33:3.

ix. He will speak humbly.  Job 33:4-5.

1. He is under the authority of God. v4.

2. He is willing to be corrected.  v5.

x. He will speak with all sensitivity.  Job 33:7.  He would not terrify Job like his 3 friends nor would he put high pressure on him.

xi. Unlike Job’s three friends, he had actually listened to what Job was saying (Job 33:8-11).

c. Some tear apart Elihu unmercifully.

i. Many feel he just parrots the arguments of Job’s three friends.  

ii. However, the narrator gives us a proper introduction to Elihu.

1. Instead of rehashing the arguments of Job’s 3 friends, he is angry at their responses.  Job 32:2. He is not in agreement with what they had to say.

2. Their argument was that Job must have committed some horrible sin to deserve such affliction. They felt they were getting nowhere. Job was self-righteous.  Job 32:1.

3. His anger is also directed against Job. Since Job believed he did not sin, then by implication God must be in the wrong. Job 32:2.

Elihu’s Argument- The suffering was not due to sin, but Job reacted wrongly to the suffering causing him to sin.

How do you react to life’s difficulties?  Are you bitter at God for the way he made you, where he has placed you?  

One by one Elihu gives Job’s arguments, and then shows Job who God really is.

I. Because Job knew he was without sin, and Job believed that God was treating him like an enemy, Elihu responded in the following way about God.  Job 33:9, 10.

a. When you speak like that you are not just.  Job 33:12.

b. Because God is the sovereign of the Universe, He does not have to give account to man.  Job 33:9-13.

c. However, in all His graciousness, He does speak to man.  Unfortunately, most men are not listening.

i. In that day, God spoke through dreams and visions. This was one way God spoke to Old Testament people, some even unbelievers.  Genesis 20:1-10; 31:29. 

1.  Perhaps God had already spoken to Job.  Job 7:14.

2. Job took the dream as God trying to scare him.

3. No, God was trying to get his attention.  Job 33:16-17.

a. To redirect Job to a proper purpose (to submit and glorify God in suffering) instead of trying to argue with God.

b. To keep him from his pride when he claims he is right and, thus by implication, God is wrong. 

ii. God sometimes speaks through pain. Job 33:19.  God uses discipline to bring us back to the proper path of life. Hebrews 12.

iii. God speaks through a messenger.  Job 33:23.  Elihu served as this man.

1. The messenger can explain what God’s revelation is all about.  

2. This type of messenger is rare.  Most people are only concerned about themselves.  

a. The messenger will show man where they are as far as righteousness is concerned.  Job 332:23.

b. If the words of the messenger are followed and he prays in genuine repentance (“I have sinned,” Job 33:27) unto God (Job 33:26), God will…

i. Respond in graciousness to deliver him from the pit because there is a ransom for his soul.  Job 33:24.  

ii. Renew a fresh relationship with him producing joy. Job 33:25-26. 

3. Because of God’s patience and longsuffering, He causes the messenger to deliver this message over and over again because God desires to deliver from death and to show man how to live victoriously in this life. Job 33:29. 

II. When Job said that he was righteous and, by implication, God was unjust; Elihu responded that God could never do wickedness.  Job 34:5, 10, 12.

a. When Job implies that God is unjust, he is scorning God just like the wicked because they believe there is no profit in having a relationship with God. Job 34:7, 8.  

i. The profit the wicked would like from a relationship with God is material prosperity.

ii. Job desired a joyous and peaceful relationship with God.  He was not getting peace and joy in his life.

b. Really, what all men deserve is to perish. Job cannot complain no matter how he is treated. 

c. God gives no special favors to the rich or poor. Job 34:19.

d. God cannot judge in ignorance, for God knows what everyone is doing.  Job 34:21, 22, 25.

e. Therefore Job has spoken without knowledge.  Job 34:35.

i. What Job deserves is to be tried like a wicked man. v36.

ii. Why? He is multiplying his words against God. v37.

iii. This is post-suffering sin.

III. To Job, God’s moral world had collapsed.. Job was doing his part in a moral world by being righteous.  God was not doing His part by distinguishing between the righteous and wicked when He afflicts.  He should only afflict the wicked.  Thus, Job was implying that he was more righteous than God and that he received no advantage in being righteous. Job 35:2, 3.

a. Job is asked to view how high the clouds are in the heavens. Job should get the point that God is way higher than the clouds.  He is the absolute sovereign of the universe.  Job 35:5.

i. Since God is sovereign, sin cannot take away from His being, nor righteousness add to His being.  Job 35:6-7.

ii. However, man’s sin or righteousness only affects other men around them. Job 35:8.

iii. In conclusion, God has His own standards of operation that man does not always understand, but they are always right and just.

b. Job’s complaining was against God’s sovereignty.  He was more concerned about himself than God.  Elihu exhorts Job to trust in God even during the affliction.  Why?

i. Oppressed men, instead of crying out because of afflictions, they should cry out for more of God in their life.  If they did, God would give songs in the midst of affliction.  Job 35:9-10.

ii. God is not interested in answering the requests of these selfish men.  Job 35:12-13.  Talbert says that God does not answer “cries when they are purely self-centered, suffering-focused, and relief oriented; not God-centered, wisdom-focused, and fellowship-oriented.” (Talbert, p. 185).

IV. In conclusion, Elihu spends two chapters speaking more of God’s righteousness and by it giving Job advice that may end his suffering. Job 36:2-3.  Though the suffering was not due to pre-suffering sin, perhaps it was prolonged in order that Job could be taught more of God.

a. In the final tally of things, the wicked person’s life will not be preserved and the righteous will be established and exalted forever.  Job 36:6-7.  

b. Sometimes God uses affliction to discipline a righteous man.  Job 36:8-10.

i. The suffering that came to Job did not come to discipline Job for any sin in his life. 

ii. God, however, was now using the suffering to make Job a better man.  A perfect man becomes a better man.

iii. In a general sense, if a believer responds to God’s discipline in repentance (v10), all will be well.  Job 36:11.

1. This prosperity and pleasures does not refer to financial wealth and physical health.

2. This refers to “songs in the night” spoken of Job 35:10.  Job would have pleasant and wonderful experiences with God whether going through affliction or not.

c. A wicked person reveals his character because he will not respond in repentance and obedience. They are just piling up God’s wrath against the Day of Judgment.  Job 36:12-14.
d. Elihu now makes an application to Job’s life. If Job repents of his post-suffering sin, Job would experience great blessings from His renewed relationship with God.  Job 36:16. He cautions Job to take his advice…

i. Because of his post-suffering sin, Job was in danger of the same type of judgment of the wicked. Job 36:17.

ii. Because God may even take Job’s life, not to relieve affliction, but as judgment of His wrath. Job 36:18.

iii. Because not even great riches would then be able to deliver Job. Job 36:19.

iv. Thus Job should not desire the night (death) to deliver him affliction. Job 36:20.

v. Because He should stop his sin of complaining of the injustice of his affliction. Job 36:21.  Complaining does not exalt God’s great power.  Job 36:22-26.

e. A storm brewing on the horizon provides Elihu a perfect visual aid to talk about God’s greatness and sovereignty. God is greater than we could ever comprehend.  Job 37:5. The storm begins with small drops of water (Job 36:27) and ends with God speaking out of the storm.  Job 38:1.

i. God, in His might, causes the same storm to judge some or supply food in abundance for others.  Job 36:31.

ii. God causes the same storm to bring correction, or water the land for crops, or just because of His kindness.  Job 37:13.

Appendix K

The Greatness and Goodness of God

Job 38-41

Introduction:

1. To this point God has been silent so that this would be a valid test to silence Satan.

2. Job has passed that test with flying colors.  However, he has imputed injustice to God.  His sin of complaining was after his suffering.  God is not in any way obligated to give an account to Job. Instead God demands an answer from Job. Job 38:3.

3. God amazingly used the suffering to make a perfect man better.

4. As mentioned before, the book is not really about suffering. It is about a person’s relationship with God. We are to have a trusting and submissive relationship with God through all the circumstances of life.

5. When we trust God as the Sovereign who always does right and good for us no matter what, we will end up experiencing God in a more intimate and rewarding way.  Job 42:5.

6. Elihu prepared Job for this meeting with God.  He even saw God in the storm that was brewing. Now God answers Job out of the storm.

7. Will you trust God in the storms that God brings into your life?

I. God is in the midst of the catastrophes of life.  

a. Poetically, Elihu said that the thunder was God’s voice.  Job 37:2, 4, 5.

i. He is not saying that thunder is God speaking.

ii. He is saying that God is speaking and is present in the storms of life. Nahum 1:3.

b. Though God did not speak with Job for several months, God was present.

i. He answered Job. Job 38:1.  God had been listening all along. 

ii. Job had demanded an answer in Job 31:35.  God did not answer like Job initially wanted, but He did answer.  Job got His answer and that satisfied.

iii. God pronounces His judgment over Job’s words of complaint (Job 38:2), yet overall Job spoke what was right.  (Job 42:7).

II. God’s comprehension is infinite. God emphasizes the infinite vastness of His knowledge. 

a. Notice how many times the word “know” or similar words are used in these chapters.  Job 38:2-5, 18, 21, 33; 39:1-2.  Job is commanded to get ready for the onslaught of God’s questions by girding up the loins.  Job 38:3.  Job is now the defendant, God is the judge.

b. Job’s questioning of God had confused people about God. God now asks Job 77 unanswerable questions. Job would have to come to the conclusion that he is very ignorant in comparison. 

i. Obviously the only one who knew about the creation was God. Job was not even there nor does he know how it could possibly have been accomplished.  Job 38:4-6.

ii. The powerful and highly intelligent angels (not stars for stars were created on the 4th day) were there since the opening days of creation.  Their response was of singing and joy. Job 38:7.

iii. God questioned Job about the formation of the oceans and the world-wide Flood. Job 38:8-11.

iv. God questioned Job even about the normal operation of a day. Job 38:12-15.

v. God questioned Job about things he could not even see (the depths of the sea, beyond the gates of death or the breadth of the earth), but God could. Job 38:16-17.

vi. God questioned Job’s knowledge of the weather. Job 38:32-24.

vii. God questioned Job’s knowledge of the heavenly bodies. Job 38:31-38. 

1. Job would have to have God’s wisdom to understand all these things. Job 38:36-37.

2. Job did not even know how the heavens were governed. Job 38:33.

viii. God questioned Job’s knowledge concerning the animal world. Job 38:39-39:30.

1. Did Job know why some animals were different than other animals?  Job 39:5.

2. Did Job know why God created a beautiful peacock and a very bizarre stupid bird, the ostrich (yet a very fast bird)?  Job 39:13-18.

3. Other animals are mentioned: the horse, the eagle.

III. God cares for His creation intimately.  

a. God’s creation of the seas is compared to the intimate care given in birthing a baby. Job 38:8-9. 

b. God’s decree to the seas was to protect the earth inhabitants from the sea’s destruction. Job 38:10-11.

c. The coming of the light of the morning causes those who are wicked to put off their evil deeds, for they will be seen.  Job 38:13; John 3:19.

d. God is the one responsible for the providential care of animals.  Job 38:39-41.

e. Job should come to this conclusion: God cares for man, too.  Matthew 10:29-31.

IV. God’s control of this world is unmatched.  

a. Even Satan had to get permission to do what he did to Job.  Job 1:12; 2:5.

b. God runs this world perfectly.

c. God spoke out of a whirlwind to impress upon Job His greatness. Job 38:1.  See also Exodus 19:6; I Kings 19:11-12; Isaiah 6:4; Ezekiel 1:4; Zechariah 9:14 to see how God shows his greatness through storms and the like.

d. God challenges Job with the task of being God.  Would he like to try it?  Job 40:9-10. Would he be able to abase everyone that is proud?  Job 40:11-12.

e. God now spends almost two chapters describing two animals that would do a better job than Job of abasing the proud.  God made these animals. Since no one can stand before these animals, how could they or Job stand before God?

i. Behemoth is a huge land animal. This particular one was probably a dinosaur. 

1. These are not mythological creatures.  God said He made them.  Job 40:15.

2. It is not an ox, but eats grass like an ox. Job 40:15.

3. He has a very strong tail.  Job 40:16.

4. He has very strong bones. Job 40:18.  His bones are like armor.

5. He is the most powerful of God’s creation.  Job 40:19.  Only God could defeat him. 

6. He drinks so much water that he thinks he could drink up the Jordan River. Job 40:23.

7. He cannot be trapped.  Job 40:24.

ii. Leviathan is a huge sea animal.  This is probably another dinosaur that lives in the sea. 

1. No fisherman can catch it.  Job 41:1-2.

2. No peaceful negotiations can be made with it. Job 41:3-4.

3. He cannot be tamed. Job 41:4-5.

a. To be a servant. Job 41:4.

b. To become a playful pet. Job 41:5.

4. Even though he could feed many, he will never be a part of a banquet because…

a. They cannot capture him with barbed irons or spears. Job 41:7.

b. If a person attempts to capture him that will be last time. Job 41:8.

c. To him, the spear is like a piece of straw and darts are counted as stubble. Job 41:27-29.

5. The very sight of him causes people to fear greatly. Job 41:9, 25.

6. Even his sneezes issue fire. Job 41:18-21.

7. His neck is strong. Job 41:22.

8. There is none like him on the face of the earth. Job 41:33.

9. He is king over the children of pride. Job 41:34.

10. Leviathin may picture Satan in some passages.  God is saying that He is more powerful than Satan.  God is the one who is in control, not Satan.  Isaiah 27:1.

Conclusion:   God is the absolute sovereign. But He does not use His power like Satan to destroy.  He is good and sovereign at the same time.  Job can trust God. Can you?

Appendix L

Job’s Restoration

Job 40:3-5; 42:1-17

Introduction: 

1. Job was bitter. He was contending with God and complaining against God. Job repeatedly had requested a hearing before the Lord where he could present his case and demand that the Lord answer why he had afflicted him.  Elihu and God identify Job’s response as sin.  There was no sin which caused the suffering, but the suffering led to Job’s sin.

2. After months of silence, the Lord answered Job in two addresses: chapters 38-39 and then again in 40-41.  

a. God never tells Job why He brought the affliction, but God tells Job who He is.

b. Basically God tells Job to trust Him because…

i. He is present in the Catastrophes of life.

ii. His Comphrension is infinite.

iii. His Care for Creation is intimate.

iv. His Control of Creation is unmatched.

3. After viewing the wonders and marvels of God’s creation which display God’s vast intelligence and power, God questions how dare Job argue and contend with Him.  Job 40:2. 

4. Job does not answer like he anticipated he would, defending and arguing with God.  He previously was determined to defend himself so that he could be vindicated.  But after hearing Elihu and now God, Job humbly answers the Lord.  This is the same type of response we must have when we find we have reacted sinfully to life’s tough situations.

I. We must realize that our sinful attitudes, bitterness, complaints, arguments with God are despicable in His eyes.  Job said, “Behold, I am vile.”  Job 40:4.

a. At the very least, this word means “insignificant.”  In the light of who God is, Job was nothing.

b. Yet the word is many times translated “curse” (3:1; 24:18) and thus he is describing himself as accursed.  

c. When we see God as He really is, we will see ourself as we really are! (comment from notes of Job by Pastor Al Rudie).

II. Job is no longer going to defend himself. He is dropping the case against God.  Job 40:4-5. Talbert says, “Silence is the first stage of true contrition deeply felt.” (Talbert, p. 210).

III. Job now admits that God is absolutely free to do anything He so desires.  Job 42:2.

a. This is not a statement about God’s omnipotence. 

i. The second line “no thought can be withholden from thee” clarifies the first statement, “thou canst do everything.”

ii. God’s thoughts are His desires (Hartley says the word “thoughts” refers to “detailed plans”) that He wants to fulfill on this earth or in a person’s life. (Hartley, p. 535)

b. Actually, God does perform what He chooses.

IV. Job admits he was talking in ignorance.

a. Job quotes God’s words, “Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge?”

b. Job admits that is exactly what he did. God had spoken rightly about Job.

c. God’s ways are far beyond his ability to understand. 

V. Job again quotes God’s words in verse 4, “I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.” (38:3; 40:7). 

a. Once Job demanded that the Lord answer him, but now God demanded Job answer him.

b. He will answer, but his speech is not filled with bitterness or defense of his righteousness as before.  His speech is now about His great God.

c. He is now experiencing God like he never had before.

i. Previous to chapter 38, Job likened his relationship and knowledge of God as only secondhand knowledge.  Even though he likens it to secondhand knowledge, he probably had many visions and dreams from God.

ii. Now he likens his relationship and knowledge of God as actually seeing him.  He was experiencing God more intimately.

iii. Satan desired that suffering would move Job far from God, but just the opposite happened; Job was brought to a more personal and intimate association with God.

VI. As he looks over the past year with his bitter attitudes and words, Job abhors them and repents.

a. Job is not admitting now that his friends were right.

b. He is now confessing that both Elihu (Job 32:2; 33:9-13, 17; 34:31-33; 35:2-3, 12-13; 36:9, 23; 37:24) and God were right (40:2, 8).  He reacted sinfully to God’s dealings in his life.  

c. He has humbled himself completely now before God.  Dust and ashes picture his humble condition. Throwing dust up in the air so that it falls upon one’s head and sitting in ashes was a sign of humility.  Isaiah 58:5; Daniel 9:3; Jonah 3:6.

d. However his restoration does not come at repentance but at forgiveness of his friends.  Job 42:9-10.

VII. Job is now vindicated before his three friends.  Job 42:7-10.

a. God speaks to Eliphaz as the elder and thus leader of the other two friends. 

b. This is irony. They had said that Job was under God’s wrath, but now they find that they are for the words that they spoke wrongly to Job.  Job 42:7.
i. The believed that all suffering was due to sin.

ii. They had depreciated God’s graciousness and limited God’s sovereignty.

iii. Their words were folly. Job 42:8. “Saying things about God that are not true, even if they make God seem ‘greater,’ is still wicked in God’s eyes. Romans 3:7” (Talbert, p. 231). 

iv. Even though their words were against Job, in the ultimate sense, all sin is primarily against God.  Job 42:8; Psalm 51:4.

c. In the presence of these three, God states that it was Job who spoke the right words about God. 

i. Job had consistently exalted God’s majesty before his 3 friends.

ii. He knew that whatever he had was only due to God’s graciousness.  Job 1:21.

iii. He exalted God’s grace by his continued faithfulness and worship of God in the midst of suffering. He maintained a strong faith through it all.

d. In the presence of them all, God announces that Job is his servant and he is the one he will accept. Job 42:8.

e. God now demands that they repent of their sin.

i. They must bring 7 bullocks and rams to Job and offer up sacrifices to God.

ii. They would be acknowledging not just their sins to God, but also to Job.

f. It was when Job prayed for his 3 friends that God accepted Job and restored to him all the blessings of his favor.  Job 42:9-10. His prayer was not a calling for God’s judgment, but a prayer of forgiveness.  Matthew 6:14-15.

VIII. Belated comfort comes from Job’s brothers, sisters and the rest of his acquaintances.

a. Job graciously accepted them into his own home and ate with them. 

b. They also acknowledge that it was God who brought this suffering into Job’s lire.

c. They have come to realize that God had not brought this upon Job for any sin in his life, but because God simply willed it. 

d. They comfort him.

e. Each brought money and jewelry to Job for reconciliation and support.  Thus Job’s fortunes were restored.

f. God again graciously brought blessing on Job’s life and prospered him. Job 42:12.

IX. God restores to Job double . 

a. He had double the livestock.

b. God gave him 7 more sons and 3 more daughters. He still had his 10 children in Heaven so his children were doubled, too.

c. God gave him beautiful daughters.  No women could compare with them.  Job 42:15.

d. God perhaps might have even doubled his age. Job 42:15.

e. God always rewards his faithful saints, but…

i. Not always in this life.

ii. The rewards in the next life will be the greatest.  I Corinthians 2:9; II Peter 1:11; I Peter 1:3-5.

iii. They will be due to God’s graciousness, since they will come as we are enabled  by the strength of the Lord.  We wlll cast our crowns at Jesus feet in full acknowledgment of the fact.

X. Job becomes an even more gracious man.  Job 42:15.  Most inheritances came through the males of the house.  Job 42:15.

XI. Job was able to see perhaps over 10,000 of his posterity.  Job 42:16.
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