Appendix G
Step into the Shoes of a Sufferer

Job 6-7
Introduction:  After Eliphaz has thoroughly raked Job over the coals for his “impatient” outburst and accused him “plowing iniquity,” Job answers that they have not stepped into his shoes as a sufferer. For if they had thoroughly understood his grief, their words may not have been so harsh.  How can we be gentler in words, attitudes and actions towards those who are going through grievous times?
I. Understand their pain.  Job 6:1-6. To Job, this was far beyond chastening as suggested by Eliphaz. Job 5:17. Job wished that his grief were thoroughly weighed and that his calamity were laid in the balances together.  They would find that his afflictions were heavier than the sand of the sea. Job 6:2-3.  If they really understand his pain, they would be sympathetic with…
a. Why his words were swallowed up. Job 6:3.  In other words, why his words were really nothing when compared to his suffering. Most of the time, a person’s grief is deeper than his words. He cannot adequately express his grief. Why should we remember this when we go to comfort someone?  However, we need to be careful; sometimes a person’s words are greater than his suffering. When is this true?
b. Why he felt that the terrors of God do set themselves in array against him and the poisoned arrows of the Almighty were drinking up his spirit.  Job 6:4. He thought God was against him.
i. Job felt that God had set a constant watch over him. Job 7:12

ii. He could not find any comfort in bed because he thought it was God who was scaring him with dreams and terrifying him with visions. Job 7:13-14

c. Understand that what a person thinks he knows of God and what is happening to him do not always coincide. 

i. He could not understand why God would magnify man so much as to spend so much time and effort bringing him afflictions.  Job 7:17

ii. He could not understand why God did not just pardon his trangression and take away his iniquity?  Job 7:21

iii.  He needs to reexamine the Scriptures to change his views of God.  How will this help us in comforting someone?
d. Why his complaints should tell them what he is going through.  

i. Job argues that the reason a wild ass brays is because he has no grass. (Job 6:5)

ii. Job gives the example of unsavoury food.  It cannot be eaten without salt.  In otherwords, just as salt and tasteless food go together, Job argues that his complaints and afflictions go together.  Job 6:6 
e. Why his life is consumed with afflictions. Normally, his soul would refuse to eat loathsome food, but the only thing left to eat in his life is sorrowful meat.  Job 6:7

II. Understand they have no hope for the future but death.
Job 6:8-10
a. What was Job’s request? He longed for death. Job 3:21.
i. He wished that God would grant the thing he longed for. Job 6:8

ii. As we mentioned last week, he was not contemplating suicide, but he wished that it would please God to finish the job he had begun and destroy him. Job 6:9

1. To “loose” refers to setting prisoners free. Job 6:9

2. To “cut me off” refers to a weaver cutting thread. Job 6:9 

b. He thought that only in death would he have comfort.   If he knew he was going to die soon, he would harden himself in sorrow.  He could bare a little more pain if he knew it was not going to be too long. Job 6:10
c. Realize that even when they are having such thoughts of death, they still have not concealed the words of the Holy One.  In other words, they have not kept private their attachment to God and His cause.  Job 6:10. 

III. Understand they have no strength in themselves to endure their suffering. Job 6:11-23
a. If Job had strength, he would still have hope and would wish to prolong his life.  Job 6:11

b. To endure these afflictions he would have to have the strength of stones and flesh as brass. Job 6:12

c. He really had no help or resources in himself to endure. Literally, his wisdom was driven quite from him. Job 6:13

d. Therefore, his friends should have showed pity to Job. Job 6:14.  His friends were as deceitful as a brook that promises water because of all the ice and snow buildup in the winter, but when the hot summer arrives the brook has dried up. Job 6:15
e. Perhaps the reason they offered no sympathy was because they saw his casting down, and were afraid.  Job 6:21.  What fears might we have in helping someone going through afflictions? Job did not understand their fear of getting involved for he had asked from them nothing.  He did not say, “Bring unto me…?” Job 6:22

IV. Understand that honest words help even though they might be painful.  Job 6:24-30

a. Job asked his friends to teach him and he would hold his tongue. Job 6:24

b. Right words are the one that are forcible. Job 6:25

c. They should have been evident to them if he was a liar and was concealing some secret sin.   Job 6:28
V. Understand that though they know life is brief and it will end; strangely, they also believe that their suffering will never end or become any less.  Job 7
a. Even a servant gets a little relief when the shadows fall, Job had already experienced months of vanity and wearisome nights. Job 7:2-3
b. He felt that God did not leave him alone long enough to swallow down his spittle. Job 7:19
