Appendix F
Well-Meaning, but Miserable Comforters

Job 2:11-13
I. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar came with the right motive of comforting Job. Originally, they did well in their comfort.
a. They were truly Job’s friends.  The Bible says so. Job 2:11.  Others forsook him and some scorned him (his brothers, his acquaintances, his kinsfolk, his servants, young children even his wife).  Job 19:13-19.  
b. They came with the express purpose to mourn with him and to comfort him.  They are not the ones relating to us their purpose.  The author of Job relates this fact. They had not originally come to reproach him.  Job 2:11.  The author shapes our understanding of events and people. 
c. They sacrificed time and expense to travel a great distance from their homes.  Job 2:11 map
i. Eliphaz was a Temanite. Job 2:11. Teman is in the vicinity of Bozrah, at one time the capital of Idumea. Amos 1:12

ii. Bildad was a Shuhite. The location of the Shuhites is unknown, but is probably in the same area since they had made an appointment together to come to see Job.  Job 2:11
iii. Zophar was a Naamathite. Job 2:11. Naamah was probably in or near the Ghor or valley which extends from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akaba.  Joshua 15:41.

d.  Much of their counsel was consistent with the Scripture.
i. The New Testament even treats some of their words as Scripture.  

1. Compare Job 5:13 with I Corinthians 3:19.

2. Compare Job 5:17 with Hebrews 12:5.

ii. They are orthodox in their beliefs.

1. They believe in one God.

2. They believe in an all-powerful God.

3. They believe God is just.  

4. They believe that God brings back into favor the repentant sinner.  Job 5:18.


e. They had some of the same actions of mourning that Job had and the typical actions of mourning as the society in that day and even in the East today.

i. They lifted up their voice and wept. Job 2:12.  This is a common way in the Scriptures to denote grief.  Gen. 27:38; 29:11; Judg. 2:4; Ruth 1:9; 1 Sam. 24:16.
ii. Job had rent his mantle.  Job 1:20.  They rent their mantles. Job 2:12
iii. After the second trial, he sat down among the ashes. Job 2:8. They sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.  Job 2:12; Lam. 2:10; Neh. 9:1; 1 Sam. 4:12; Josh. 7:6; Ezek. 27:30.
iv. They mourned for him seven days and seven nights.  Job 2:13.  Seven days is the typical time period of mourning.  Genesis 50:10; I Samuel 31:13.

f. Because they saw that his grief was great, they sat down with him upon the ground...and none spake a word. Job 2:13. The wrong approach is to avoid people going through affliction because we do not know what to say. Psalm 142:4.
i. Perhaps Job had already experienced months of suffering.

ii. Although they probably could not think of any words of hope and comfort, sometimes this is best comfort a Christian can give to another Christian is this-be with someone who is going through suffering.
g. Though they dished out verbal abuse to Job, they stuck around with Job even though he dished out verbal abuse of his own.  

II. However, Satan was using even Job’s three friends to further tempt Job to curse God to His face.  

a. Unwittingly, believers have been used by the Devil.

i. When Peter objected to Christ going to the Cross, Jesus said, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Matthew 16:23
ii. Satan filled the heart of Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:3
b. They were appalled by what they saw.  Disease had so taken hold of Job’s body that they knew him not.  Job2:12
c. Instead of bringing word of comfort, his friends spent most of their time rebuking and discouraging Job. 
i. They could only see sin as the reason for Job’s suffering.  Eliphaz, as the first spokesman, said, “Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent?”  Job 4:7.  He said also that they that plow inquity and sow wickedness, reap the same. Job 4:8. It is true that…
1. Sometimes God brings chastisement for sin even into a Christian’s life.  Hebrews 12:5-11; Lamentations 3:21-38, 40ff.. 
2. Sometimes God allows punishment for our sins. I Peter 3:17; 4:15.

ii. They exhorted Job to return to the Almighty and he would be built up. Job 22:23-25

iii. They failed to realize that sometimes there is no connection between a person’s suffering and personal sin.
1. Sometimes we suffer because of the curse brought on the human race due to Adam’s sin. (e.g., pains of childbirth).

2. Sometimes unbelievers persecute believers.  God permits this to accomplish His purposes. I Peter 2:18-23; 3:13-17; 4:14, 19.
3. God can also bring suffering for:

a. To bring about spiritual maturity.  “That we may be perfect, and entire, wanting nothing.” James 1:4

b. To bring about wisdom that relates truth to experience. If we lack wisdom, we can ask of God that giveth to all men liberally.  James 1:5

c. To produce humility. Our trials cause the brother of low degree to rejoice, but cause the rich to be made low.  James 1:9-10

d. To bring us an opportunity for rewards. “For when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life.” James 1:12

e. To provide opportunity to witness for Christ. “If ye suffer for righteousness sake…be ready to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you.” I Peter 3:14-15

f. To learn that whatever state that we are in, to be content.  Philippians 4:11-12
g. To more effectively help others go through suffering. “That we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble.” II Corinthians 1:4

h. To manifest the character of Christ in our life. II Corinthians 4:8-11

i. The Bible speaks of other reasons-learning obedience to the will of God (Hebrews 5:8), to demonstrate the power of God (john 9:2), to prove the genuineness of our faith and to learn more about our God. (Job, I Peter 1:6-8).
iv. Job bemoaned their type of counsel in Job 6:14 when he said, “To him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his friends...my brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook.” Job 6:14-15

v. He called them all miserable comforters.  Job 16:2.  Job said if they were suffering the same thing as him, he would strengthen them with his mouth and asswage their grief. Job 16:5

vi. He said they vexed his soul and broke him in reproached with their words.  Job 19:2-3

vii. He begged them to hear diligently his words…and suffer him to speak.  Job 21:2-3

viii. They could not comfort him because in their answers remained falsehood. Job 21:34

ix. How can we improve our counsel to people who are going through suffering?

d. Layton Talbert has written some helpful advice for comforters. (Talbert, pg.69-71)

i. Be with them. Psalm 142:4.

ii. Be attentive to background sufferers.  Job’s wife also lost all her children and belongings. 

iii. Be sympathetic without attaching a reason for their suffering.  Romans 12:15

iv. Be available to bear a man’s burden that is too heavy for him alone. Galatians 6:2.

v. Be sensitive to their privacy and desire to be alone. Jeremiah 15:15-18; Lamentations 3:25-28).

vi. Be prayerful as if you were experiencing their suffering. Hebrews 13:3.

vii. Be patient. I Thessalonians 5:14; James 1:4.

viii. Be scriptural by presenting the broad teaching on suffering.  
e. Unfortunately Job’s friends strayed farther and farther from their noble goal-to comfort Job.  

i. Because Job did not admit sin, they became increasingly stern.

ii. They even started to invent sins hoping to hit the sin Job had committed.

iii. They would stray from reality to an idealized world of prosperous “saints and destitute sinners, brushing aside all contrary examples.” (Kidner, 60).

