Appendix E

Is God Involved in Everything that Happens to You?
(Two books were especially helpful in this lesson, much is quoted from these books: Not By Chance by Layton Talbert and Trusting God Even When Life Hurts by Jerry Bridges
Introduction:
1. Rabbi Harold Kushner’s book, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, says that Job must choose between a good God who is not totally powerful or a powerful God who is not totally good. 

2. Kushner says, “God wants the righteous to live peaceful, happy lives but sometimes even He can’t bring that about.  It is too difficult even for God to keep cruelty and chaos from claiming innocent victims.”

3. The popular notion of God’s providence:

a. Attributes the good things to God, but not the bad things.  Eccl. 7:14; Is. 45:7. Satan and evil men are the ones responsible for the bad things. 

b. God is just an interested spectator most of the time, yet intervenes some of the time.  We are subject to fate.

c. We are subject to unfortunate circumstances or wicked people.  We are the victims of fate or chance.  Kushner consider that insurance companies take the name of God in vain when they consider earthquakes or tornadoes or other natural disasters as “acts of God.” To him, these are simply acts of nature and nature is morally blind.
4. Yet, the Bible teaches that God is both good and sovereign.  

J.I. Packer states that the providence of God means, “The unceasing activity of the Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill, He upholds His creatures in ordered existence, guides and governs all events, circumstances, and free acts of angels and men and directs everything to its appointed goal, for His own glory.”

I. Was it God’s hand or Satan’s hand that brought “evil” to Job?  Job 1:11, 12.

a. Some only attribute the “natural” disasters to God, like the “fire from Heaven, a great storm of wind, physical disease.”  

b. Some attribute the suffering that what due to sin as coming from Satan, like the murdering of his servants and stealing of his property. 

c. But even Job’s acquaintances attribute the “evil” to the Lord in the end.  Job 42:11.

d. “God is the ultimate cause of every moral right (for no moral right can originate from fallen man) but the cause of no moral wrong (for no moral wrong can originate from an unchangeably holy God). Yet He sovereignly controls and orchestrates both to accomplish His purposes.”  (Talbert, p. 147).

II. God did not create and walk away.  He is upholding His Creation every minute of the day.  Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17. Our every breath comes from God.  Job 12:10; 27:3; Daniel 5:23; Acts 17:24-25.

III. Our times are in His hand. Ps. 31:15; Mt. 10:29.

IV. He provides for His creation. Ps. 147:8-9; Neh. 9:6; Acts 17:25-28.
V. Satan has to get permission from God to touch God’s people. Job 1:12; 2:6; Luke 22:31-32.

VI. God governs in the affairs of men. 

a. He made you the way you are.  Psalm 119:73.

i. Whether your sight is good or you are even blind. John 9:3

ii. God made the handicapped. Exodus 4:11.  The blessing of the handicapped is this…
1. An intellectual person many times depends on his intellect.

2. A person of great personality depends on his great personality.

3. A person who is eloquent can depend on his great speaking ability.

4. But a person who is handicapped many times turns to the Lord and gains his intellect, personality, and eloquence and you end up having the power of God.  Jesus said, “Without me, ye can do nothing.”

5. Paul, because of the abundance of revelations, was given a thorn in the flesh.  II Corinthians 12:7.  Even though he pleaded with God to take away the thorn, God left it so he would trust in God’s strength.

iii. Every person, whether handicapped or not, is fearfully and wonderfully made. Psalm 139:13.

iv. George McDonald said, “I would rather be what God chose to make me than the most glorious creature that I could think of, for to have been thought about, born to God’s thoughts, and then made by God, is the dearest, grandest, and most precious thing in all thinking.”

v. James Hufstetter  said, “You will never really enjoy other people, you will never have stable emotions, you will never lead a life of godly contentment, you will never conquer jealousy and love others as you should until you thank God for making you the way He did.
b. God has a plan for you. Jeremiah 1:5.

c. He is the ruler over all things. I Chron. 29:12; I Timothy 6:15.
d. Every event is under His control. Lamentations 3:27; Daniel 4:17, 35; Proverbs 16:9; 19:21; 21:30; Eccl. 7:13; James 4:13-15; Rev. 3:7. Illustrations: coronation of Prince Edward postponed. Book of Esther.
e. No man can thwart God’s plan.  Ps. 115:3; Is. 14:27; 43:13; 46:10; Eph. 1:10

f. How then does God relate to the sinful acts of free men.  (Talbert, Not By Chance, p. 147)

i. He prevents them at times.  Genesis 20:6.

ii. He permits them.  Psalm 81:12-13.  
1. All God has to do is remove His restraint from sin (conscience, government, Holy Spirit) and our sinful nature kicks into high gear. James 1:14-15; Genesis 8:21.  In this sense he moves sin but never tempts to sin.  II Samuel 24:1

2. Satan then can work his havoc.  I Chronicles 21:1.

iii. He directs them.  Genesis 50:20.

iv. He limits them.  Psalm 124:1-3.

Conclusion:

1. God has a plan for you. Eph. 2:10; Rom. 8:28-29; Gen. 45:8.  Example of Ruth.

2. God gives grace to go through the “bad.” II Cor. 12:9

3. We must accept His will for our lives.  Mt. 26:39.
