Appendix D

The Health and Wealth Gospel

Also called the “Prosperity Gospel,” “Name It, Claim It,” “Blab It, Grab It”
Why do we worship and serve God.  The “Health and Wealth Gospel” is built on the premise that if you will worship God, He will guarantee health and wealth.

I. Some verses used to support their premise.

a. Deuteronomy 8:18-God “giveth thee power to get wealth.”

b. II Corinthians 8:9-“Ye through His poverty might be rich.”

c. III John 2-“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”

d. John 10:10-the abundant life.

e. Malachi 3:10-we tithe and God opens the windows of Heaven.

II. Usually the TV preachers preach a “seed faith” message.  They claim it works like this:

a. You give (sow) to them (supposedly to the Lord’s work) $10 and you will receive (reap) at least $100.  Give a $100, receive $1000.

b. You will see your business really prosper.

c. You will see your dreams come to pass.

The Dangers of Health and Wealth Gospel:

I. If a person is not healthy, there is only one conclusion a person can come to-they are out of God’s favour by their sin. 
II. If a person is not wealthy, there is only one conclusion a person can come to-they are not walking with God.

III. Many people worship God to prevent bad things from happening to them or to get good results.  When that does not happen, they abandon God or as Satan insinuates, they will curse God.  Job 1:11.
IV. They are treating God like a celestial ATM or Santa Claus.  God is a means to an end: wealth and health.
V. Donnie Swaggert, a notable Pentecostal preacher stated, “The modern-day greed gospel is one the worst cancerous blights on the present-day church.  It is evil, it is a cancer and it leads to covetousness, and it leads to destruction.  There is no difference between the evil of that message and the evil of Las Vegas, Atlantic City, or any other place of gambling.”
VI.  Satan had made this insinuation-believers serve God only for what they can get out of it. The “health and wealth” gospel is very similar.  Job 1:9.

Why is the “Health and Wealth Gospel” unbiblical? What does the Bible really say is the motive for service and worship?  What must every Christian pursue as the primary focus of their life?  
I. They verses they use in support of this belief are misused. 

a. Deuteronomy 8:18 is under the Old Testament Law.   We are not under the Old Testament economy of the law of blessing and cursing as found in Deuteronomy 28-29.  
i. God promised to Israel blessings if they followed God.

ii. God also promised cursings if they disobeyed.

iii. This was the rule of life for Israel.  

iv. The New Testament believer is “not under Law” as a rule of life.  We are “under grace.”  The motive for our obedience is God’s grace already bestowed on us.

b. The riches in II Corinthians 8:9 refer to spiritual riches.    Many times in Paul’s life he suffered poverty and poor health. 
c. III John 2 is a sincere desire, but it will come from the hand of a gracious God independent of our status (good or bad) before Him. It is not automatic or guaranteed. 

d. John  10:10 is referring to abundant spiritual life because in chapter 16 verses 18ff, Christ talks of great suffering that will be the lot of every Christian.  

e. Malachi is a promise under the Old Testament Covenant.  We now are blessed spiritually by giving that is motivated by God’s love and grace to us.  

i. The churches of Macedonia were in great trial of affliction and deep poverty (II Corinthians 8:2), yet they were experiencing great joy.

ii. Paul mentions the spiritual blessings as including “fruits of righteousness.” I Corinthians 9:10.
II. The Book of Job tells us the true motive for worship-God alone.  God is not a means to an end.  He is the end.

a. Job is living proof that there are some believers in this world who worship God just because God is God and nothing else (“for nought”).

b. Since Job chose to follow God even while going through unexplainable affliction, he demonstrated the integrity of his faith.  This is real worship and service. 
c. Even the reason Job despaired of life was because he thought he had lost his relationship with God not because of loss of health.  Job 3. 
III. Our Lord calls us to be more concerned with giving than getting.  Acts 20:33-35.

IV. God has warned us that our Christian life will be filled with much suffering. Psalm 34:19; John 15:18; I Thessalonians 3:3; II Timothy 3:12; I Peter 2:21; 4:12.  If perchance God so graciously gives material blessings or good health, thank the Lord.  But if he brings trials, also thank Him and rejoice. I Peter 4:13, 14.
V. Those of corrupt minds are the ones thinking that godliness is the means for material gain.  I Timothy 6:5, 9-11.
VI. Christ set the example by not pursuing riches.  Matthew 8:20. 

a. The Bible warns of having wealth at the forefront of our desires. I Timothy 3:3; Hebrews 13:5; Luke 12:15.

b. It is impossible to have both wealth as our pursuit and God as our pursuit.  Matthew 6:24.

