Appendix B

Job, a Godly Example of a Man Concerned for the Spiritual Welfare of his Family

I. Job was a man who diligently provided for his family even well into the future. Even his daughters received part of his inheritance.  The inheritance usually went through the sons. Job 42:15.
II. Because of Job’s godly example, each child in his family came to establish a spiritual relationship with God.  How do we surmise that each of his original 10 children was saved?
a. At the end of Job’s trials everything thing was double except for his children.

i. Initially, Job had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred she asses.  All these were killed to start Job’s trials.  Job 1:3

ii. After Job’s trial, God gave Job fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand she asses.  Job 42:12.  All this is exactly double of what he had before. 

iii. Initially, Job had seven sons and three daughters.  All these died to begin Job’s trials. At the end of the trial, God gave Job only the same amount of children as he had before, seven sons and three daughters. Job 1:2; Job 42:13.
iv. Why did not God double his children?  Answer: He would have his children in heaven because all his children were saved, thus God did double his children (10 in heaven, 10 on earth). 
b. No doubt what led them to establish their own personal relationship was because they saw the great relationship Job had with God.  

i. Our children normally will not rise any higher than we are in our relationship with God.  Exodus 20:5.

ii. Job certainly evidenced before his children that he was not serving God for the pay, that his worship and service was truly genuine.  Although his children did not see the end result of the test sponsored by God and carried out by God, they must have been evidenced beforehand.   Job 1:9; 20-22.
iii. Job acknowledged sin in true repentance when he became aware of it.  Job 42:3-6.

iv. Job was willing to forgive those who had maligned and mistreated him.  Job 42:7-10.

III. Job did everything in his power to dedicate his sons and daughters to a life of holiness to God.  Job 1:4-5.
a. He was concerned about the spiritual welfare of his children even though they were grown. 

i. The family was very close-knit.  Every time they had a feast, the sons would meet together and call for their three sisters to join with them. Job 1:4

1. His sons were probably still young since they were not married.  They all had their own houses and were living on their own.  They probably helped their dad in the family business.  

2. The three sisters were probably not married and lived at home.  Unmarried daughters lived at home until they were married in that day.

3. Some say that “his day” refers to the annual birthdays of each son.

4. It may be that on each day of the week one son would be in charge of the meal.  Thus the family met together every day.

5. Job’s family was not characterized by family feuds over money or a host of other things. Harmony is a great evidence of a good spiritual relationship with God.  James 3:13-18; Galatians 5:22.

6. These feast days were characterized by good clean fun, food and fellowship.  The word “wine” (yayin) can refer to intoxicating beverage or at other times to nonintoxicating drink.  (Theological Workbook of the Old Testament). 
ii. When the feast days were finished (“when the days were gone about”-Job 1:5, probably for the week), Job would offer the number of sacrifices as he had sons.

1. Before the Levitical priesthood each father was served as a “priest” for his own family. 

2. He was concerned that there might be a possibility that one of his sons may have cursed God in their hearts.  Job was very concerned about what they were on the inside.  Job 1:5

3. He would even arise early in the morning to offer these sacrifices, even before his sons had a chance to sin.  Job 1:5

4. Job sacrificed on these feast days continually. Job 1:5

5. Today, fathers are the spiritual head of their families.  They must bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4.
IV. Job found it necessary to give a godly rebuke to his grieving wife.  Job 2:9, 10.

a. We have to remember that she lost her children too.  She too had to live without income.

b. She probably was full of sympathy for all the pain Job was going through. 

c. It may be that for this reason, she encourages Job to curse God so that God would take Job’s life.  He then would be free from his misery.
d. Job was not calling her a foolish woman, but she was speaking like a foolish women.
i. If she was called a foolish women, she no doubt would be unsaved.   Therefore we believe she was saved.
ii. Satan was using his wife like he did Peter with Christ.  Perhaps, this is the reason her life was spared.  She became part of the trial of Job.
