Appendix A

Job, a Man of God

I. Both God and the human author of Job describe Job’s righteousness as superior in every respect.  Job 1:1, 8. 
a. Perfect

i. This does not mean that Job was without sin. 
1. In Job 7:21, Job asks God why He does not pardon his transgression and take away his iniquities.

2. Even Job admits that if he says he is perfect, it would prove him perverse. Job 9:20.  
a. No man can ever say that he is without sin in this life.  I John 1:8, 10.

b. All men are sinners.  Romans 3:23.
ii. Job was perfect in that he had spiritual maturity.  He has spiritual wholeness. He has no flaws in his character.  What are some things that bring about spiritual maturity?

1. II Timothy 3:17-

2. Galatians 3:3-

3. James 1:4-

4. Ephesians 4:13-

b. Upright

i. In a basic sense, this word means, “straight.”

ii. Thus, he did not deviate from God’s standards even though the Ten Commandments had not yet been written. Job had not gone back from the commandment of his lips.  He esteemed the Words of God’s mouth more than his necessary food. Job 23:12

c. Job was one that feared God. Job 1:1

i. He respected God for all that God is-the Absolute Ruler of the Universe.

ii. He knew that he must depart from evil in order to have understanding. Job 28:28

iii. God considered Job His servant. Job 1:8.  He had submitted himself to do what God wanted him to do.

d. He eschewed evil. Job 1:1

i. He turned away from evil.

ii. He hated and rejected anything that was contrary to God’s character.

iii. “The English word eschew, related to the word shy, implies being frightened of evil.” He would go out of his way to avoid evil. (Talbert, p. 29).

e. God bestows upon Job one of the greatest honors. He is called “my servant.”  
i. True greatness in the eyes of God is characterized by humble service.  Mark 10:35-45.
ii. Servant is used to describe other great spiritual men in the Bible.  

1. Abraham, Psalm 105:6, 42

2. Jacob, Isaiah 41:8

3. Moses, Exodus 14:31

4. Joshua, Joshua 24:29

5. David, II Samuel 7:5, 8

6. Isaiah, Isaiah 20:3

7. Many prophets, II Kings 9:7; Amos 3:7

f. He is described by Ezekiel as one of the great examples of righteousness. Ezekiel 14:14, 20

g. God said that there was no one like him in all the earth. Job 2:3.

h. He is described by James as a man of patience. James 5:11.

II. Knowing God’s testimony of Job’s righteousness we know also that Job’s own defense of his righteousness is the truth with no exaggeration.  Job becomes a tremendous model of righteousness for us.
a. Job took the time to strengthen those going through trouble.  Job 4:3-4.

b. Job was very careful with his thought life. Job 31:1-4.
i. Job knew that actions stem from one’s thought life.  Matthew 12:34; Mark 7:20-23
ii. Job had made a binding covenant with his eyes.  Job 31:1.

iii. The effect of this covenant was to take diligent steps to ensure that no thought had a chance to be aroused. 

iv. He took these steps because he knew that God knows everything he does, even what he does in secret.  Job 31:4.

v. He realized God would judge all his actions.  Job 31:2-3.

c. Job was honest in all his dealings. He was willing to have God test him on this very area to verify his claim.  Job 31:5-6.
d. Even his desires were godly.  Job 31:7-8.
i. The goal of his heart was to obey God’s commands.  

ii. He did not see something and then go after it forgetting what God desired for his life.

e. He did not give into the advances of the wife of another man nor did he make advances himself to another man’s wife.  Job 31:8-12.
v10.
i. He believed this was a heinous crime to be punished by the judges.  Job 31:11

ii. He also believed that this sort of thing would lead to his destruction and his family.  Job 31:12.

f. He treated his servants right. Job 31:13-15.  

i. He would even deal rightly with them when they had an issue with him.  Job 31:13.

ii. He realized he would have to answer to God for how he treated his slaves.  Job 31:14.

iii. He realized that the slave was equal to him having the same beginning.  Both the slave and Job are of the same human race made by God.  Job 31:15.
g. He took care of those in need (the poor, the widow, the orphan).  Job 31:16-23.
i. He provided clothing if that was someone’s need.  Job 31:19.

ii. He defended their causes before the city council.  Job 31:21.

h. Money was not his god.  Job 31:24-25.

i. He did not trust money to meet his needs.  Job 31:24’

ii. He did not brag about his wealth as though he obtained by his intelligence and craft.  Job 31:25

i. He was not idolatrous.  He did not secretly worship the sun or moon.  Job 31:26-28.

j. He did not rejoice over the afflictions of his enemy.  Job 31:29-30.

k. He showed hospitality.  His home was open to travelers and strangers.  Job 31:31-32.
l. He admitted when he had sinned, not like Adam.  Job 31:33.

m. He stood up to the crowd when they were wrong even when they threatened him.  Job 31:34.

n. He did not despise someone of their fair due.  Job 31:39-40.

Conclusion: 1. No doubt because of his fear of God, God gave him wisdom. I Kings 4:30.
Daniel?  2. The author right off the bat wants us to know that the suffering Job experiences has nothing to do to any sin in Job’s life. 3. Oh, that we were as righteous as Job.  

